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been made. Although the Senator says it is 
adopting the principle of the dog in the manger, 


[ask, why should we usea phraseology doubtful | 


in its character, if not actually untrue, for the 
urpose of giving an appropriation to this point 
which did not apply to all others? 

The Senator tells us that the Committee on 
Commerce knew that this bill would be vetoed. 
| beg to say to that Senator, that I knew no such 
thing. ] 
inquire in my action here what is to be the act 
of the Executive. It is enough for me to know 
that [ do that duty which I think devolves on me 
here. I think it is the province of the Senate to 
do its duty, and leave the Executive to the dis- 
charge of his executive functions. I was not 

resent when the general bill was passed by this 
on at the last Congress. I was called away. 
I may frankly state that, although I did read at 
the time in the newspapers the veto message, I 
have not read it carefully at this session, with a 
view to see what appropriations might come 
within, or might be excluded from, the doctrines 
laid down in that message. I did not do so, be- 
cause I held it to be my duty to act on my own 
responsibility here, as I doubt not every other 
member of the committee did. If some bills 
shall not meet the sanction of the Executive after 
they have been passed by Congress, it is a ques- 
tion with which I have nothing to do, and in 
regard to which I have not inquired. I did not, 
therefore, allow myself to suggest the interroga- 
tory, whether either this or any other bill would 
meet the favor or the refusal of the Executive. 
I believed then, and I believe still, that it was 
the duty of the committee to place all these appro- 
priations, as nearly as they could, on a general 
principle, and that it really would have been the 
dog-in-the-manger principle to depart from that 
rule in one case and adhere to it in all others. 
But, sir, I will not take up the time of the Senate 
in the further discussion of this subject. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I wish to say 
afew words on this matter, so that I may vote 
understandingly. 
at the pleasure of the Senate. 


Besides, let me say to him that I never | 


I will do it now or to-morrow | 


FFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1856. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 17, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Daniet Watpo. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the resolution reported by the 
Committee of Elections. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting, in compliance with the eleventh 
section of the act of 26th August, 1842, a state- 
ment containing the names of clerks and other 
persons employed in that Department; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 


Prayer 


PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. | 


| 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL asked leave to sub- | 


mit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to procure and 
furnish to the order of members of the House, who have 
not already received them, such books as were ordered to 
the members ofthe House of Representatives of the Thirty- 
Third Congress : 


| 


Provided, That, in lieu of such works as | 


may be out of print, or cannot be readily obtained, or which | 


may be deemed of no value to the member to whom they are 
due, such members shall have the right to order any other 
works by the committee, which, in his judgment, may be 
useful; not, however, to exceed the cost of those for which 


| they are substituted. 


Mr. HOUSTON. } 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of introducing the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
is contrary to the usual form. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays, but subsequently withdrew the call. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
not suspended, two-thirds not voting in favor 
thereof. 


That resolution 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means a bill. making 
appropriations for fortifications and other works 


| of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 


Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to make a motion to postpone this subject in | o 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


order to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope that motion will be 
acreed to, as we shall not be able to get through 
all the bills to-day. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, asked, and by unan- 


| from the Committee on Military Affairs. ‘1 


ters, for the year ending 30th June, 1857; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 


JACOB DODSON. 
Mr. QUITMAN. 


I desire to make a report 
hat 
committee has directed me to report back, with- 


out amendment, Senate bill No. 79, for the relief 


| of Jacob Dodson. 


imous consent, previous notice not having been | 
given, obtained leave to introduce a bill for the | 


improvement of the harbor of Charleston, South 
Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee cn Commerce. 

Mr. MALLORY asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill for the 


improvement of the harbor of Appalachicola; 1 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committeg on Commerce. 


NAVIGATION OF THE POTOMAC RIVER. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate any information that the top- 


| 


Ographical bureau may afford, concerning obstructions to | 


the navigation of the Potomac river within the District of 
Columbia, and the expediency of measures for removing 
the same. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Several messages were received from the Pres- 


ident of the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his | 


Secretary. 
On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


43 


| 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
ports get in—by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent. 

Mr. COBB. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


| Alabama object? 


| Mr. NICHOLS. 


Mr. COBB. I think it better. I do object. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The motion before the 
House to suspend the rules is in order. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
not suspended, two thirds of a quorum not voting 
in favor thereof. 

DOCUMENTS FOR CHIEF ENGINEER. 


Mr. QUITMAN. I know that gentlemen 
would not object if Pay understood the bill. I 
ask leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
| be directed to transmit to the office of the Chief Engineer 

of the Army, fifty copies of every report, map, or other 
document, which may be prepared by that office, and be 
printed by order of the House. 


I demand the regular order 


I object. 
Mr. QUITMAN. 


I object to that resolution. | 


| 
| 


How did these re- | 


I think it is better to call the | 
| committees regularly. 


New Senies....No. 43. 


| those reports and maps which come from the en- 


gineer department. The existing law prohibits 
the chief of the engineer corps from having any 
additional copies printed; bat they are abso- 
lutely necessary, as may be seen from the re- 
marks of the Secretary of War. He says: 

** Such documents often contain professional information 
of the highest interest to the officers of the corps; and as 
the act of August 31, 1852, probibits the head of the bureau 
from ordering extra copies, or any copies of such report to be 
— the officers of the corps have no means of obtaining 
them. 

The resolution simply provides for supplying 
the bureau with fifty copies of such reports and 
maps. | hope there will be no objection to having 
a sufficient number of copies printed, so that they 
may be distributed to the engineer corps. 

Mr. NICHOLS. My only objection to the 
resolution is, that resolutions of a similar char- 
acter sometimes place it in the power of the De- 
partment to go outside of the regular public 
printing, and to incur the expense of new com- 
position, which in my view is unnecessary and 
improper. Ifthis resolution contemplates simply 
that the public printer employed by Congress 
be directed to print these additional copies with- 
out the necessity of a charge for composition or 
extra expense, | have no objection to it. I then, 
sir, suggest such a modification of the resolution 
as to provide that no extra charge for printing 
shall be incurred, and then I have no objection at 
all to the resolution. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I have no objection to such 
modification, except that, as a matter of course, 
the fifty additional copies would, probably for ink 
and paper, incur a very trifling additional expense. 
If the gentleman will look at the resolution he 
will see that it simply provides, that where docu- 
ments are printed for this House, and the expense 
thus incurred, a sufficient number of additional 
copies shall be struck off for the use of the bureau 
from which they come, and to which they prop- 
erly belong. ‘The law now forbids those addi- 
tional extra copies to be printed. Only fifty are 
asked for, which are absolutely necessary for the 
engineer corps. 

Mr. NICHOLS withdrew his objection. 

Mr. WADE. I object to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late for the gen- 
tleman from Ohio to object. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the object of the gentleman 
from Mississippi is to furnish to the officers of 
the Army 

Mr. QUITMAN. No. 

Mr. HAVEN. What is the object? 

Mr. QUITMAN. Simply to furnish fifty 
copies to the engineer bureau of documents and 
maps, which are printed by order of the House, 
and which are prepared by that bureau. 

Mr. HAVEN. One question further: I wish 
to know whether this is covered by the regular 
number, or whether it necessitates the printing 
of extra copies? 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
order of this House. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ido not desire to interfere with 
the resolution, but I wish to suggest this: we have 
a regular number of copies of documents printed 
for the use of the House. I do not know now 





None but those printed by 


| whether the number is nine hundred or fifteen 


| 


I desire that the gentleman | 


| will withdraw his objection till I make a single | 


‘explanation. This resolution only applies to 





hundred; and if you come to take out fifty copies 
7 will leave the number for members too small. 
certainly have no objection to having these copies 
given to the engineer bureau, if doing so does not 
reduce the regular number to too small a number 
for the use of the House. I only desire to have 
the attention of gentlemen called to this fact, that 
the House may know whether, in adopting this 
resolution, they are encroaching upon the regular 
number of documents intended for their own use. 
Beyond that, the resolution ought to pass. 

Mr. QUITMAN. The adoption of this reso- 
lution would certainly not encroach upon the 
number intended for the use of members. The 
resolution has been introduced simply for the 
purpose of providing that a sufficient number of 

| copies of all documents coming from the engineer 
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burean, and printed for the use of the House, be 
furnished to that bureau. But, even if it were to 
encroach upon the numbers printed for the use of 
members, let me suggest to the gentleman from 
New York whether the public interest does not 
demand their preservation, and their being placed 
in the hands of those who can make use of them ? 
But T believe that will not be its operation. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman will allow me 
one inquiry further. I want to know—and_ per- 
haps that will cover the whole ground—whether 
this isa proposition to print fifty copies of these 
documents in addition to the regular number 
printed for the use of the House? 

Mr. QUITMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I have no objection 
whatever. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I have no objection to the 
object sought to be attained by this resolution, 
but | think it oueht to be amended so as to state 
expressly upon its face that this distribution of 
documents shall be made from among those or- 
dered for the use of the House. As it now stands, 
the question may be raised as to whether the 
Clerk or engineer department may contract for 
the printing of these fifty copies. I would sug- 
vest that modification. In that shape I have no 
sort of objection to it. IT think the distribution 
of these documents should be made out of the 
number ordered by the House. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Itis intended to apply only 
to the documents ordered to be printed by the 
House. 


‘I'he resolution was adopted. 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 


Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and referred to the Committee 
on Printing: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 
ten thousand copies of the documents and correspondence 
between the Government of Great Britain and the United 
States relating to Central American affairs, which were 
communicated to the present Congress by the President 
with his aunual message ; and also ot the correspondence 
concerning an arbitration ofthe Central American question ; 
and of the correspondence in regard to recruiting for the 
British army within the United States, together with the 
documents and evidence relative to that subject communi 
cated to the Senate on the 28th of February, 1856; and of 
the confession of Henry Hertz, made after conviction to 
the distriet court of the United States at Philadelphia on 
the llth day of October, 1855, and of the several papers re- 
ferred to in, and made part of, that confession ; and of the 
map of Central America prepared under the direction of the 
Coast Survey office—the said document to be printed in 
one volume. 


CONTESTED ELECTION—ILLINOIS. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections report to this 
House what action has been had by said committee in the 
contested-election case of Archer vs. Allen, in the seventh 
congressional district of the State of Illinois. 


COMMUNICATIONS ORDERED TO BE PRINTED. | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented from the Committee of Ways and 
Means various communications sent to that com- 
mittee by the Departments relative to appropri- 
ations; which were referred to said committee, 
and ordered to be printed, 


ADDITIONAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. MACE, Lask the consent of the House 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to appoint the following assistants, to wit: One 
additional clerk for folding room—salary $1 ,200 per annum; 
two additional public folders, each of whom shall be allowed 
$2 50 per day; two additional messengers for the ladies’ 
galleries; two additional messengers for the gentlemen’s 
galleries, and six additional pages. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
of that resolution. 

Mr. MACE, I move to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and (two-thirds not 
having voted in the affirmative) the rules were 
not suspended. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CARLILE, by unanimous consent, in pur- 
suance of previous notice, introduced a_ bill 
amendatory of anact entitled an ‘Act in addition 
to certain acts granting bounty lands to certain 
offivers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States,’’ approved 
March 3, 1855; which was read a first eataeaned 


I object to the introduction 


time, and referred to the Committee on Public || withh 


Lands. 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND | 


CLAIMS. 
Mr. PORTER. I ask the 
House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 


consent of the | 


be authorized to employ a clerk for such portion of the | 


present Congress as they may deem proper, on the same 
terms as Was authorized by the resolution passed by this 
House on the Sth day of January, 1855. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. 


the regular order of business. 
KANSAS ELECTION. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, reported by the Committee of Elections: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, in the con- 
tested-election case trom the Territory of Kansas, be, and 
are hereby, empowered to send for persons and papers, and 
to examine witnesses upon oath or affirmation. 

To which the following amendment was of- 
fered as a substitute by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Bennerrt:] 

Resolved, That Joseph H. Bradley and Sidney 8. Baxter, 
Esqs., of the city of Washington, be, and they are hereby, 
appointed commissioners for and on behalf of this House, 
to take depositions and obtain process by taking copies of 
all such documents as may be desired by either party, or 
their agents or attomeys, in regard to the contested seat of 
Hon. Mr. Whitfield, as Delegate for Kansas, under the peti- 
tion of Hon. Mr. Reeder; that said Bradley atid Baxter be, 
and they are hereby, clothed with full power to adopt all 
needful means to elicit clear and full proof upon all points 
which the parties respectively may submit to them as facts 
they, or either of them, desire to establish or controvert ; 
that they shall give to the parties respectively written and 
reasonable notice of the time and place at which they will 
be ready to proceed in taking such depositions, and may 
adjourn the same to other times and places as, in their judg- 
ment and discretion, will tend to the full and pertect elicit- 
ing of the truth touching all such controverted matters ; 
and that, when they shall have completed their labors, they 
report the same to this House. 


The question pending is upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Bennerr]} 
to recommit to the Committee of Elections, with 
the following instructions: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, in examining 
and judging of * the eiections, returns, and qualifications”? 
of persons claiming to have been elected Representatives of 
States, or Delegates of Territories which have been duly 
organized by Congress, shall exclude from their considera- 
tion the claims of all persons who fail to show thatthe elec- 
tion under which they claim to have been elected a Repre- 
sentative or Delegate was held in pursuance of the laws of 


I object, and call for 


the State or Territory sought to be represented by such || 


claimant or claimants, or was elected in pursuance of a law 
ot the United States for the government of such election. 

Resolved further, That in the opinion of this House no 
Representative of a State of the Union, and no Delegate of a 
Territory organized by Congress, can rightfully be admitted 
to aseat in this House except in pursuance of law. 


Resolved further, That the Committee of Elections are 


hereby instructed to pursue their investigations in accord- 
ance with the foregoing principles. 

Mr. GALLOWAY, who was entitled to the 
floor, then addressed the House for one hour on 
the subject. His speech will be published in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I am satisfied that 
this question has been discussed sufficiently, and 
I therefore call the previous question. 

Mr. VALK. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw it. 


Mr. MARSHALL. 


As the gentleman from 


| New York has not yet made his debut upon this 


floor, I am not inclined to press my demand. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would say to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, that I would like 
to say a word myself upon the subjeet. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Will the gentleman from 
New York renew the demand for the previous 
question? 

Mr. VALK. I will. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I would also like to 


| make a few remarks. 


Mr. MARSHALL. 
demand. 
Mr. VALK denied that any case had been 


Well, I withdraw the 


presented that would authorize the House to con- | 


fer upon the Committee of Elections the power 
they had asked of the House. The President of 
the United States had recognized the laws of Kan- 
sas; and it was a ridiculous farce to pretend that 





the Legislature of that Territory was nota Legis- | 


lature, and that its enactments were not laws. 

His speech will be published in the Appendix. 
The debate was continued by Messrs. ROBI- 

SON and RICHARDSON. Their remarks are 









March 17, 


held for revision, and will appear in the Ap. 
pendix. P 

Mr. MILLSON. It may be recollected, M; 
Speaker, that when a similar resolution to that 
now under consideration was first reported by 
the Committee of Elections, I took occasion t, 
express my views on the subject, and to give tho 
reasons which, on the instant, occurred to my 
mind why the extraordinary powers asked for 
should not be granted to that committee. | should 
not have spoken on this subject again but for the 
remarks of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gay. 
Loway] this morning. I have but a few words 
to say, sir, and those altogether in reference to 
what was said by that gentleman. 

1 have not found reason to change the opinions 
I expressed at the commencement of this debate. 
Indeed, sir, if I may be allowed te judge, [ would 
say that the arguments that have a urged by 
those gentlemen who have opposed the granting 
of the power asked for by the committee have, 
up to this moment, been unanswered; and the dis- 
cussion has, for the most part, been proceeded 
in, not so much for the purpose of showing that 
there is any actual necessity or propriety in con- 
ferring upon the committee the powers they ask, 
as with the view of awakening the prejudices of 
gentlemen in this House on the general subject 
of slavery, and on the particular subject of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. i deem it, then, altogether 
unnecessary to attempt to add anything to the 
argument which more properly belongs to the 
subjects before us. 

‘The gentleman from Ohio was pleased this 
morning to advert to what he supposed were the 
opinions entertained by the people of Virginia, at 
no very remote period, respecting slavery; and 
among the authorities quoted by him was that of 
a gentleman who once represented in the Legis- 
lature the section of the State in which I myself 
reside. He read an extract from a speech of this 
gentleman, from which it would seem that he en- 
tertained the opinion that the institution of sla- 
very in Virginia was regarded by himself—and, 
it might be inferred, by his constituents also—as 
a curse to the State. Sir, | want to let the een- 
tleman [Mr. lag understand that these 
discussions were induced by a very melancholy 
calamity, which many years ago befell one of the 
counties of the district which | now represent—a 
calamity originating in the superstition and fanat- 
icism of an ignorant slave; and that these discus- 
sions were, if not the necessary, at least the nat- 





/ ural, consequences of that event. 


But [I would not have the gentleman to infer, 
and I do not want the House to suppose, that the 


| sentiments attributed to the gentleman to whom 
'I have just referred were approved by his con- 





| Kansas-Nebraska bill. 


stituents. Sir, [have the best means of knowing 
that those opinions, coming, though they did, 
from a highly respectable and worthy gentleman, 
were not approved by his constituents. 

The gentleman also commented, with earnest 
manner, and in impassioned language, upon the 
Sir, nothing can better 
illustrate the obliquity of the human judgment, 
and the lengths to which political and sectional 
antagonism will sometimes hurry us, than the 
positions which have been assumed by northern 


| and by southern gentlemen on the Nebraska bill, 


on which the gentleman from Ohio discoursed so 
warmly. Sir, 1 may suggest to the gentleman, 
that the very favor with which the principles of 
this bill have been regarded by gentlemen from 
the southern States is,in a great measure, due to 
the somewhat extraordinary opposition to it nan- 
ifested by gentlemen from the opposite section of 
the country. These gentlemen seem to be much 
more distressed at the comparatively slight inva- 
sion of those principles which they hold, than 


gentlemen from the South have been at the great 
_and important concessions and sacrifices which 
_have been made by themselves. 


Is it that you 
have more sensibility than the men of the South, 
that you are excited while we are calm? Is it 
that you cling to your ancient principles with 


| more fondness than we do? Or is it that you are 


jealous of our supposed triumph over you? If 


| this beso, then I say that, if you have any pride of 


section to gratify—if you have any spirit of my 


_ to appease—turn your eyes on us, and be consoled. 


' your losses compared with ours? 


See what we have lost, what we have surren- 
dered, what we have sacrificed! What have been 
If violence 
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has been offered to the principles you cherish, 
j,ow much greater has been the shock given to 
our own, and given by ourselves! We have 
surrendered opimions professed and upheld by our 
whole people. We have sacrificed principles that 
were valuable and vital—valuable because they 
yrotected Our interests, vital because they guarded 
our safety. These have we renounced and ab- 
‘ured, inorder to overturn theories, which, though 
‘vou might deem them ornamental, concerned 
yeither your interests nor your safety. The 
fames Which destroyed your dove-cot were first 
jighted in our own mansion house. 





‘| have, then, no sympathy for the factitious 


sorrows of these gentlemen of the Free-Soil party. 
jam jealous of their immoderate grief and lament- 
able complaints over this Nebraska bill, this 
srave of the Missouri compromise. The gentle- 
man from Ohio favored us with a quotation from 
Macbeth, and [ will give hina an answering quo- 
tation from Hamlet. I feel as Hamlet did when 
the brother of Ophelia testified his exaggerated 
grief by leaping into her grave: 
** What is he, whose grief 
Bears such an emphasis ? 
* * * * 


Zounds, show me what thou’lt do ; 
Woo’t weep, woo’t fight, woo’t tear thyself, 
Woo’t drink up esile, eat a crocodile ? 
1°ll do’t.—Dost thou come here to whine— 
To outface me with leaping in her grave ? 

* = * * 

Nay, an thou’lt mouta, 

1°ll rant as well as thou.”’ 


I tell gentlemen on the other side they cannot 
be more distressed—they cannot be more grieved 


or afflicted at what they deem an attack upon the | 


principles which they hold dear, than I amat the, 
to me, unaccountable surrender of the doctrines 
and principles that almost every man in the South 
professed and maintained previous to the passage 


of the Kansas and Nebraski bill. But, sir, there | 


is nothing in this question of the repeal of the 
Missouri ne and of the principles of 
the Nebraska bill, which has any necessary con- 
nection with the question before the House, which 
is one of comparative insignificance—a mere con- 
tested election in one of the Territories of the 
United States. 

| have said that the arguments of those gentle- 
men who deny the committee the powers they ask 
have, in my judgment, been unanswered up to 
the present moment. I see no good purpose to 
be accomplished by continuing the discussion 
further. hes interest has been utterly exhausted. 


Let this contested election be carried on upon the | 


principles by which such questions have usually 
been regulated. Let the Committee of Elections 
receive such testimony as the respective parties 
may be able to produce. If they desire an in- 
vestigation into the affairs of Kansas Territory, 
the time may come when it will be more fitting 
and more becoming to enter into such an invest- 
iwation. 

For myself, 1 am opposed to all the proposi- 
tions before the House. I am opposed to grant- 
ing power or authority to the Committee of 
Elections to send for persons and papers; and I 
am opposed to sending a commission to Kansas, 
whether it be composed of members of this 
House, or of persons residing in this city; and, as 
the best and most convenient mode of terminat- 
ing this discussion, which has already too long 
kept the House from the consideration of much 
more important business, I move to lay the whole 
subject on th table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be very 
gladif my colleague would withdraw that motion. 
I desire to submit some remarks to the House 
upon this question before it is disposed of by the 
House. 

Mr. MILLSON. I made the motion because 
I thought it the best way of getting rid of the 
subject; but, if my colleague wishes to speak, | 
will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Virginia will 
give way for that purpose, I will move that the 
House a now adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH. I will give way for that motion. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If there is no other gentle- 
man who wishes to speak to-night 1 desire to 
submit a few remarks to the House. 

Mr. SMITH. I am perfectly willing to give 


way to the gentleman from New York, if he 
Wishes to speak to-night. 


Indeed, I prefer that 
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he should > np for we have already had two or 
three speeches on this side since we had one on | 
the other. I yield with the understanding that I 


| shall be entitled to the floor in the morning. 


The SPEAKER. That understanding can only 
be had by unanimous consent. 3 ; 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SIMMONS then addressed the House for 
one hour. His speech is withheld for revision, 
and will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. Iask the gentleman from Mis- 


sissippi [Mr. Bennetr] to withdraw his motion 


| Since, 


, such investigation. 


to recommit, in order that I may now offer my 
proposition—of which notice has heretofore been 
viven. 

Mr. SMITH. 
the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. Itis a substitute for the original 
resolution offered by the Committee of Elections 
and the pending amendment, so that the whole 
may be before this House when we come to a vote. 

Mr. BENNETT. I withdraw my motion to 
recommit. 

Mr. DUNN. 


substitute: 


I wish it understood that I have 


I then offer the following asa 


Resolved, That a committee of three of the members of 
this House, to be appointed by the Speaker, shall proceed 
to inquire into and collect evidence in regard to the troubles 
in Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to any fraud 
or force attempted or practiced in reference to any of the 
elections which have taken place in said Territory, either 


| under the law organizing said Territory, or under any pre 


tended law which may be alleged to have taken effect therein 
That they shall fully investigate and take proof of 
all violent and tumultuous proceedings in said Territory, 
at any time since the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
whether engaged in by residents of said Territory, or by 


| any person Or persons from elsewhere going into said Ter 


ritory, and doing, or encouraging others to do, any act of 
violence or public disturbance against the laws of the United 


| States, or the rights, peace, and safety of the residents of 


said Territory: and for that purpose said committee shall 
have full power to setid for and examine, and take copies 
of all such papers, public records and proceedings, as in 
their judgment will be useful in the premises; and, also, to 
send for persons, and examine them on oath, or aflirmation, 
as to matters within their knowledge, touching the matters 
of said investigation; and said committee, by their chairman, 
shail have power to administer all necessary oaths or affirma 
tions connected with their aforesaid duties. 

Resolved further, That said committee may hold their 
investigations at such places and times as to them may 
seem advisable, and that they have leave of absence from 
the duties of this House until they shall have completed 
That they be authorized to employ 
one or more clerks, and one or more assistant sergeants-at- 


| arms, to aid them in their investigation; and may adminis- 


ter to them an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform the 
duties assigned to them, respectively, and to keep secret 
all matters which may come to their knowledge touching 
such investigation as said committee shall direct, until the 
report of the same shall be submitted to this House; and 
said committee may discharge any such clerk, or assistant 
sergeant-at-arms, for neglect of duty or disregard of instruc- 
tions in the premises, and employ others under like regula- 
tions. 

Resolved further, That if any person shall in any manner 
obstruct or hinder said committee, or attempt so to do, in 
their said investigation, or shall refuse to attend on said 
committee, and to give evidence when summoned for that 
purpose, or shall refuse to produce any paper, book, public 
record, or proceeding in their possession or control, to said 
committee when so required, or shall make any disturbance 
where said committee is holding their sittings, said commit- 
tee may, if they see fit, cause any and every such person to 
be arrested by said assistant sergeant-at-arms, and brought 
before this House to be dealt with as for a contempt. 

Resolved further, That for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of said commission, there be, and hereby is, ap- 
propriated the sum of $10,000,to be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of this House. 

Resolved further, That the President of the United States 
be, and is hereby, requested to furnish to said committee, 
should they be met with any serious opposition by bodies of 
lawless men, in the discharge of their duties aforesaid, such 
aid from any military force as may at the time be conve- 
nient to them, as may be necessary to remove such opposi- 
tion, and enable said committee without molestation to 
proceed with their labors. 

Resolved further, That when said committee shall have 
completed said investigation, they report all the evidence 
so collected to this House. 


Mr. DUNN. In accordance with my promise 
to the gentleman from Mississippi I now renew 
his motion to recommit, though I shall vote 
against it. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House the following executive com- 
munications; which were disposed of as indicated 
below: 

A communication from the Secretary of State, 
transmitting to Congress a copy of the correspond- 
ence which has recently taken place between 
her Britannic Majesty’s Minister accredited to 
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this Government, and the Secretary of State, in 
order that the expediency of sanctioning the ac- 
ceptance by the officers of the United States who 
were in the American expedition in search of Sir 
John Franklin, of such token of thankfulness as 
may be offered to them on the part of her Majes- 
ty *s Government for their services on the occa- 
sion referred to, may be taken into consideration. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of the 28th ultimo, copies of a corre- 
spondence, documents, and papers in relation to 
the compensation and emoluments of Brevet Lieu- 
tenant General Scott, under the joint resolution 
of Congress approved February 15, 1855. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed, 7 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 28th ultimo, 
a report from the Secretary of the Interior, con- 
taining such information as is in the possession 
of such Department, touching the cause of the 
difficulties existing between the Creek and Semi- 
nole Indians since their emigration west of the 
Mississip iriver. Referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INDIANS IN MISSOURI. 
Mr. PRINGLE, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 





Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to this House a copy of the report of Superintendent 
Cummin, in regtrd to his late expedition among the tribes 
of Indians upon the upper Missouri. 

| BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. McCARTY, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced the 
following bills; which were severally read a first 
and secend time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce: 

A bill making an appropriation for a steam- 
dredge upon Lake Ontario; and 

A bill making an appropriation for continuing 
| the improvement of the harbor of Port Ontario, 
| New York. 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, and in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
| to continue the reopening of communication be- 

tween Albemarle Sound, North Carolina, and the 
| Atlantic ocean; which was read a first and sec- 
| ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


CAPTAIN MARCY’S REPORT. 


Mr. BROOKS. lLask the unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 
| cause to be printed for the use of, and distribution by, mem 
bers of this House, ten thousand extra copies of the report 
|} and accompanying maps made by Captain R. B. Marey, 
| United States Navy, of an exploration of the Big Wachita 
river, and the country about the head waters of the Brazos, 
made in connection with the selection and location of lands 
for the occupation of the Indians living within the limits of 
Texas, in 1854. 


Mr. CRAIGE. I object. 
And then, on motion by Mr. ORR, the House 


(at four o’clock and fifteen minutes) adjourned 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’elock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, March 18, 1856. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry C. Dean. 

| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating the copy of a correspond- 
ence which has recently taken place between her 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister accredited to this 
Government and the Secretary of State, in order 
that the expediency of sanctioning the acceptance, 
by the officers of the United States who were in the 
American expedition in search of Sir John Frank- 
lin, of such token of thankfulness as may be 
offered to them on the part of her Majesty ’s Gov- 
ernment for their services, may be taken into 
consideration by Congress. The conimunication 
was, on motion by Mr. Sewarp, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Also, the petition of William Patterson, a sol- || 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 





o,° ois ie : » Is ry TS mee tal ; o . ° © _ 
Mr. DODGE presented a petition of citizens -_ in - last war with Great ee Mr. IVERSON gave notice of his intention to I 
of Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a to be allowed a pension; which was referred to | ask leave to introduce a bill to increase the com. of 
sf blSall, ‘ > 7 > ‘ ' e > i if ; 
ma:l route from Sparta to Montaville, in that the C ounmiEset _— Pensions. sas pensation of members of the Senate and House Co 
State; which was referred to the Committee on || ,, Mr. ¢ OLLAMER presented the petition of || of Representatives, and to alter and fix the time : 
she Poet Office and Poet Meads teuben Clough, praying to be allowed arrears of | of the annual meeting of Congress. ’ 
Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of the eee cre was referred to the Committee BILLS INTRODUCED. N 
, : 4 Pasty oO ensions, . 2 
Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive Sie. SEAT CMW eiieiialh o uctihin Ui ties Mr. HAMLIN, by unanimous consent, askeg to 
lriends, praying for the adoption of measures | * ee 1 = P ‘ : fice r Ln sient || Oe obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate the 
ae ee aoe ‘all international || Clerk and messenger in the office of the assistant || }) casineat’ a eutaee 0 Feguls 
for the amicable settlement of all internations auestecmantes of the maniac Gorie at Tver Cork the appraisement of imported merchandise; which po 
difficulties; which was referred to the Committee ee ‘ieee hit. ion aaenel tee teal ; per cent, on | Was read twice by its title, referred to the Com. co 
on Foreign Relations. ; Peer a taihels ‘nad aiaml te ae employes | Mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, } 
Also, a petition of a committee appointed at a tl Pa nen ; aia salime eaiieniidl } Y : Mr. RUSK, in pursuance of previous notice th 
ara ies ‘Truro. Massachusetts, pray- of the Government; which was referred to the kod d obtained leave . dace ao? 
mectingofciuzensot Lruro,, assachus 8, pray Committee on Military Affairs . asked and obtaine eave to introduce a bill to H 
ing for the adoption of measures for the protection | oo thea atta ae Rae a establish a separate judicial district south of the af 
of the Cape Cod fisheries; which was referred to eos At res on FI id ’ enw. || Grila, and to create the office of surveyor genera] tic 
.C ite iS rece tary storekeeper at St. Augustine, Florida, pray- . ie Cade tliienil § 
ee Comauitne 08 ommnee. ing for compensation for services rendered b therein, to provide for the a judication of certain 
Also, additional papers in relation to the peti- || bine in the eee subsistence, and a land claims, to grant donations to actual Settlers, Ww 
tion of Sarah B. Hobbins; which were referred to coeiieat whe aanbiainiae of a at whith was | tO Survey certain lands, and for other purposes; fr 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. i vefecsed to be Committee on Military Affairs , which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Also, the memorial of the Boston Board of || > A < ? ‘ — : Committee on Territories and ordered ( 
d 2 ITY cannes wmorialof the ’ ed to be P 
ie Trade, praying for the adoption of measures for d a ees e a7. Ri the printed. 
a the protection of American commerce against || “° egates and representatives of the Choctaw na- | THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD it 
te ating tes gisele © hice = s alone the || #on of Indians, praying that provision may be || ° 
ie piracies in the shallow bays and waters along the || : . , ; “pies | 2 ve. N d : ‘ al 
; 9 Reet pga ee geet gs Ay er +, | made for the final setlement of their claims under || Mr. HOUSTON presented a memorial signed . 
i hina coast; which was referred to the Commit gary b al er ie is 
: ne on Navel Attain | the treaty of 1830 and all subsequent treaties; || by members of the Legislature of the State of fr 
Mr. SUMNER. I present a memorial of the which was referred to the Committee on Indian Maryland, approving the resolutions of the Legis. k 
Sndiahe Veatle Masiine of the Society of Friends, || Affairs, and ordered to be printed. lature of Virginia in reference to the action of the T 
tank i i ro 2b ie 5 } rma ° e.e . 8 . o 
held at ewearl Wayne county , Indiana, in || ,Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented two petitions | naval retiring board, which have been heretofore é 
which thay ye Conerese to inhibit the eoastwise || Of citizens of Lowa, praying for the establishment | presented to the Senate. The honorable Senator t] 
oul  taeiliendis slave wade ‘ aiceltal slavery a of a mail route from Clarksville to Nevada, in | proceeded to speak on the resolutions, and in - 
un Tintsiad of Colombia and to prevent by legis- || at State; which were referred to the Committee | review of the action of the naval retiring board. d 
ih ae ali ee Saiaedlilons ae any of the Ter- || 0n_the Post Office and Post Roads. His speech occupied three hours in the delivery, f 
“ALiVe aif ate 4 7) oe "WOO mnnar ” = * nT ‘ . 
titories of the United States; and especially to so || Mr. FESSENDEN. I present the petition of |, He was followed by Messrs. BUTLER, BAY. ¢ 
chanee the law oorunieien - the Territories of Kan Oliver Hope and other inhabitants of the town of | ARD, and MALLORY. The debate involved ‘ 
iif ek et ne ; ; iD ani- . . 4 ~ . 1] “a 
sas and Nebraska as to prohibit slavery therein Wyndham, in the State of Maine, respectfully || personal and official conduct, and much docu- u 
s naien: sheak tied Seat be received and ordered | *SKing that provision may be made by law that || mentary evidence was quoted on both sides. Mr. f 
ko lin om the table i whenever, within a certain period of years, any || Houstron’s speech is withheld for revision, and 
Pid tbtiety ween eentind Me State of this Union now admitting domestic || until its publication the responses will be imper- ‘ 
“ woe piestieis ss oe : ' || slavery shall decree the emancipation ofallslaves, |, fectly understood; they will, therefore, be pub- ( 
Mr. SUMNER. Ihave a memorial from the |! i ales Maia Saeed ae aes \| y. my: 3 ee ae 
Dectne Roles ai Mitek aes, isn ee final extinction of involuntary servitude || lished together. ‘This debate will appear in the ‘ 
sto ociety ING rE st 7 rhic . : . - . ¢ 
. th Se ene i. cara poet ah ervices || Within her borders, an exact remuneration for the || Appendix. 
ae ey x rt Ir ores res > SeCTvices || olaw : r , Fs i 
te of Li ate > ah laganics-yentges cealeliias slaves shall be made; and for each and every | Mr. CLAYTON obtained the floor; and, on 
) ieutene Maury, : als Putens . +1 . - : . . 
ne Gilli. i died 7, fo hd taal intalnens slave soemancipated there shall be paid from the || his motion, the Senate adjourned, at twenty min- t 
iSS, ane ce reore e Sé science tT > . > ‘ . } . 
< iE a the I : wth ge ee a "di in mee iprer ma lreasury of the United States to such State, for || utes past five o’clock. 1 
cm e ch acter SA 8 o she re de . , as ° . 
i cals hat cae have oa placed on sn aeitend equitable distribution among the slaveholders, a || , 
aN fe at eae ee eee , ' sum of money > ascertaine soncress. r " ‘ 
Hh list of the Navy. ‘They also express their great || oar Par the otitis Hecrained by Congress. | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ) 
734 . . / . -- | s i > sth a ta >. 
ip interest : the ae : a eee — | It was so ee Tuespay, March 18, 1856. : 
4 oMmpose avi ficers, ¢ ‘quest the fav wp | 
i‘ a than - = a ae caeee' L oe a a || Mr. PRATT. Ihave been requested to pre- The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
a Be = ; pees ‘| sent the memorial of merchants and importers || by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, W 
ie Porte snedierc Ban - pate Sve f g ierchants and importer: y plain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. 
He memorial be referred to the Committee on Naval 


Hi. 


si 





Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 have also a memorial from 
Castner Hanway, of Chester county, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, setting forth that he was tried 
on a false allegation of being engaged in opposing 
the fugitive slave law—that he suffered great loss 
and damage on account of his imprisonment and 
the expenses to which he was subjected in his 
defense. He prays for some remedy from Con- 
gress. I move the reference of the memorial to 
the Committee on Claims. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of Shepherd | 


Knapp, praying for compensation for services as 
pension agent for the city of New York; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
the surviving childron of Ebenezer Murch, a 
lieutenant in the revolutionary army, praying 
for compensation for his losses and military ser- 


vices in the revolutionary war; which wasreferred | 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Sophia Mason, heir of 
James Means, an officer in the revolutionary 
army, praying to be allowed commutation pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. FOSTER presented the petition of the pro- 
fessors of mathematics in the Mevy stationed at 
Washington, praying for an increase of compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DURKEE presented the petition of Effie 
Van Ness, widow of Gant Van Ness, a revolu- 
uuonary officer, praying to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Prudence Couch, widow 
of John Couch, a revolutionary soldier, praying 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


residing in the city of Baltimore, in which they rep- 
resent that certain undyed and unfinished woolen 
| goods of the varieties which they specify, were 
| omitted to be mentioned in a certain class in the 

present tariff, and that, consequently, they pay a 

duty which is charged upon inished pte of the 
| Same varieties. 
be amended, so as to place these goods in their 
| proper scale. I move that the memorial be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| Mr. WELLER presented a memorial of D. E. 


|| Twiggs and other officers of the Army, praying 


| for an increase of the commutation price of the 
Army ration; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William R. Nevius, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Patents 


| and the Patent Office. 


COMMITTEE REPORT. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
John McDonald and others, asked to be dis- 
charged from its consideration, and that it be 


POST ROUTES. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Resotred, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Koads inquire into the expediency of creating a post 


| route from Danville, up Dutch Creek, to Waldron, in the | 
, State of Arkansas. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Resolred, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing mail routes from Dunleith, [iinois, via Potosi, 
Wisconsin, to Lancaster; also, from Sioux City, lowa, via 


| the Vermillion river, in Minnesota Territory, to Fort Pierre, 


in Nebraska Territory ; and from said Sioux City, via L’Eau 


‘They ask that the tariff may | 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
order to be the resolution reported from the Com- 
mittee on Elections. 


ANSON DART. 

Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported back the Senate bill (No. 
60) for the relief of Anson Dart; which was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr PRINGLE, it was 


Orderedy That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
James R. Wooster, and that he have leave to withdraw his 
papers from the files of the House. 


ROOMS FOR COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BALL, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Public Grounds, asked leave to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, 'That the Speaker be authorized and requested 
to cause to be procured and fitted in a suitabie manner, for 
the use of the Committee on Public Buildings and Public 
Grounds, a room in which to hold its meetings until such 
time as an apartment inthe public buildings shall be pre- 
pared and assigned for that purpose; and that the expense 


. . . | thereof be detray ; the i P * thi 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; | be defrayed out of the contingent fund of this 


| which was agreed to. 


House. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I believe that there other 
committees who have no rooms provided for 
them. I should like that the important commit- 
tee of which 1am a member be provided also 


| with a room. 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The Chair 


| desires to know if the gentleman from Virginia 


objects to the introduction of the resolution ? 
Ir. McMULLIN. I do object to it. 
Mr. BALL. I wish to know from the Speaker 
whether this is nota privileged question, pertain- 


'| ing to the organization of the House? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 


qui Cours river, in Nebraska Territory, to the South Pass. || @ privileged question. 
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ELECTIONS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The regular order 


of business 1s the resolution reported from the 
Committee of Elections, is it not? 


The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Vermont 
‘Mr. Meacuam] reported, some days ago, a bill 
to regulate elections in the District of Columbia, 
the consideration of which was, on my motion, 

jostponed till this day. I ask what will be its 
condition if it be not reached to-day? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the postponement still keeps the bill before the 
House, and that it will come up immediately 
after the resolution from the Committee of Elec- 
tions is disposed of. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. At the time that bill 
was postponed, was it made the special order 
from day to day? 

The SPEAKER. 
postponed. 

Mr. COBB. Then I doubt very much whether 
it will come up regularly as the business in order 
after the resolution of the Committee of Elections 
is disposed of, unless it was made the special order 
from day today. To avoid any difficulty of that 
kind, | would suggest to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to move to postpone the consideration 
of the bill till Thursday next. In all probability 
this question will be disposed of to-day or to- 
morrow, and the bill can be considered on Thurs- 
day. Idoubt whether, on examination, it will be 
found that where a bill is postponed tila day 
cert#in, it comes up at any other day, unless it 
was made the special order from day to day, or 
unless, having been taken up, it comes up as un- 
finished business. 

The SPEAKER. The order of the House is 
interrupted by a privileged question; and the 
Chair understands that the order will take effect 
after it is disposed of. 

Mr. COBB. 
determined to-day; but [ suggest to the Speaker 
that, supposing this question not to be determined 
until to-morrow, then the time having elapsed to 
which the bill was postponed, the order of the 
House has no effect. It only operates for the 
day to which it is postponed, unless it 1s made 
the special order from day to day. 

Mr. JONES. j 
sort, and to remove any doubt about the ques- 
tion, | move, with the permission of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,] that the con- 
sideration of the bill be further postponed until 
Thursday next. 

Mr. CARLILE. 
poned till some day next week—say Monday— 
as | wish to examine that bill. 

Mr. JONES. The bill is printed; it is very 
short and simple in its provisions, and it is very 
important that it should pass at an early day. I 
would prefer, therefore, to have it postponed till 
Thursday next. 
of the bill by sending to the document room. It 
is there ready for him, and has been for some 
days. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
by postponing till this day week. 

Mr. JONES. If it be the will of the House to 
make it the special order of that day, I have no 
objection. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
ita special order. 

The questign was taken, and Mr. Campseii’s 
amendment was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

VINCENNES LAND OFFICE. 

Mr. BRENTON, by unanimous consent, re- 
»orted from the Committee on Public Lands, a 
bit to continue the land office at Vincennes, 


Indiana, and to ascertain and adjust the titles to 
certain lands in the States of Indianaand Illinois, 


It was not. It wassimply 


I am opposed to making 


That is so, if the question be || 


To avoid any difficulty of this | 


I suggest that it be post- | 


TH 
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each of the new members of the two Houses of Congress 


|} be supplied with the same number and description of such 
| books of a public character as were supplied to each mem 


ber of the Senate or House of Representatives during the last 
Congress: Provided, They be furnished by the publishers 
at prices not exceeding those at which they have been here 
tofore supplied, forthe use of the members of either House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object, and call for the 
recular order of business. 

Mr. THORINGTON, by unanimous consent, 
presented a memorial from the Legislature of 
Minnesota, asking a grant of land to aid in the 
improvement of the navigation of the Minnesota 
river, heretofore referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands; and asked to have it printed. 

It was so ordered. 

KANSAS ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, reported by the Committee of Elections: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, in the con- 
tested-election case from the Territory of Kansas, be, and 


| are hereby, empowered to send for persons and papers, and 


to examine Witnesses upon oath or affirmation. 


To which the following amendment was of- 


| fered asa substitute by the gentleman from Mis- 


sissippi, [Mr. Bennetrt:] 
Resolved, That Joseph H. Bradley and Sidney S. Baxter, 
Esqs., of the city of Washington, be, and they are hereby, 


| appointed commissioners for and on behalf of this House, 


to take depositions and obtain process by taking copies of 


all such documents as may be desired by either party, or 
their agents or attornevs, in regard to the contested seat of 


| Hon. Mr. Whitfield, as Delegate for Kansas, under the peti 
| tion of Hon. Mr. Reeder; that said Bradley and Baxter be, 


and they are hereby, clothed with full power to adopt all 
needful means to elicit clear and full proof upon all points 
Which the parties respectively may submit to them as facts 
they, or either of thei, desire to establish or controvert; 


| that they shall give to the parties respectively written and 
|| reasonable notice of the time and place at which they will 


be ready to proceed in taking such depositions, and may 
adjourn the same to other times and places as, in theirjudg 


| nent and discretion, will tend to the full and perfect elicit- 


ing of the truth touching all such controverted matters ; 
and that, when they shall have completed their labors, they 
report the same to this House. 


The question pending is upon the motion of 


| the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Bennerr, } 


to recommit to the Committee of Elections, with 


| the following instructions: 


Any gentleman can get a copy | 


I move to amend | 


formerly included within the Vincennes land dis- | 
trict; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER asked the unanimous || 


consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections, in examining 
and judging of * the elections, returns, and qualifications” 
of persons claiming to have been elected Representatives of 
States, or Delegates of Territories which have been duly 
organized by Cougress, shall exclude from their considera 
tion the claims of all persons who fail to show that the elee- 
tion under which they claim to have been elected a Repre- 
sentative or Delegate was held in pursuance of the laws of 
the State or Territory sought to be represented by such 
claimant or claimants, or was elected in pursuance of a law 
of the United States for the government of such election. 

Resolved further, 'Thatin the opinion of this House no 
Representative of a State of the Union, and no Delegate of 
a Territory organized by Congress, can rightfully be admitted 
to a seat in this House except in pursuance of law. 

Resolved further, ‘That the Committee of Elections are 
hereby instructed to pursue their investigations in accord- 
ance with the foregoing principles. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, addressed the House 
for an hour. His speech will be published in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. GRANGER obtained the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask my 
friend from New York to give way to me for a 


| moment to read an extract from the Globe of the 





last Congress, in order to confirm the statement | 
made this morning in reference to the declarations 
and admissions, as to incursions, in November, 
1854, from Missouri upon Kansas, made upon 
this floor a yearago. The gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Mace] to whom | referred, made use 
of the following language December 13, 1854: 

‘* But if the common rumor is true, a systematic effort has 


| been made by citizens of the frontier of Missouri, aided by 


a distinguished citizen of that State, now there—at least, he 
is not here—to shape the institutions of that Territory, and 
estabiish slavery, by improper means. Hundreds, ay, thou- 
sands of men have been sentinto Kansas from Missouri and 
elsewhere, without the intention of making a permanent 
home there at all, for the purpose of electing, as Delegate 
upon this floor from that Territory, a gentleman who is said 
to be, bona fide, a citizen of the State of Missouri. Whata 
state of things, then, has the repeal of that compromise al- 
ready produced, and to what may it not lead !”’ 


In reply to that the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Oiver] says: 


“ How stands the case with regard to the people of Mis- 
souri? The gentleman has preierred his charges against 
them upon mere newspaper rumors. Suppose it were so; 
suppose the charges were well founded, what of it then? 
Who set the first example of organization tor the purpose 
of controlling the subject of slavery in the Territory of Kan- 
sas? Where did we first get the example of an organization 
of hirelings, of men bought up and sent out to Kansas upon 
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one idea? And for what purpose? To prevent slavery from 
being established in that Territory.” 

Then followed this discussion: 

“Mr. Wasuncrn. That is the first commentary which 
we have—the first practical exposition—of the beautiful 
doctrine of popular sovereignty! These individuals, living 
in Missouri, not in Kansas, and not intending to reside 
there, [have heard and behev 
sufficient numbers to have 
Territory 
self {Mr. 


. have gone over there in 
controlled the election in the 

Ll understand the gentleman from Missouri him 
Oniver]) to have, in substance, admitted the truth 
of this statement; for, though he does not actually state that 
such was the case, he justifies the tact of these men going 
there on the ground that emigration socicties were tormed 
in the North to control the political institutions of the Ter 
ritorv Ifemigration societies have been formed for that 
purpose, what justification does that give to the citizens of 
Missouri to go there, not as emigrants, but simply for the 
purpose of voting atthe election, and none other Sur, no 
body believes that emigrants have gone from New England 
to Kansas for such a purpose as that 

“Mr. Ouiver. The gentleman trom Maine somewhat 
misrepresents me. I did not concede, nor did I intend to 
concede, directly or indirectly, that any people have gone 
from Missouri to Kansas for the purpose of aiding in con- 
trolling the election, who did not intend to reside there per- 
manentiy. 


“Mr. Wasnaeurn. Lask the gentleman from Missouri, 
whether or not, trom information that he has received, he 
believes that many individuals have gone from Missouri to 
Kansas to vote at the election, who have since returned 
and now reside in Missouri 

“Mr. Oriver. Iam not here to give credence to vague 
newspaper reports, nor will f believe them 

“Mr. Wasupenn. Then Lunderstand the gentleman to 
say he does not believe the facts, as L have supposed them 
to exists 

* Mr. Oriver. I have no knowledge of the fact 

I have read these extracts simply for the pur- 
pose of furnishing to the House the reasons and 
grounds I had for saying that it was declared in 
the House last session, that laree numbers of men 
had gone into Kansas from Missouri to influence 
the first Delegate election there. I believe thatit 
was substantially admitted as true by the gentle- 
man trom Missourt, he having said that from 
which such an inferénce was, as I thought, direct 
and inevitable. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Maine has quoted from my remarks made 
during the last session of Congress, for the pur- 
pose of establishing his proposition, that I had 
admitted that, at the election held on the 29th of 
November, 1854, for a Delegate to Congress from 
Kansas 

Mr. WASHBURN. Substantially. 

Mr. OLIVER. That I admitted that people 
had gone into Kansas from Missouri simply to 
vote and control the election in that Territory. 
I was surprised at the time the gentleman made 
the assertion this morning, in view of the remem- 
brance of facts which occurred between us at the 
last session, that he should have dared to place 
that construction upon my remarks. I then made 

my express disclaimer of any intention of being 
understood in any such manner. The gentleman 
from Maine then charged me with having sub- 
stantially admitted the facts to which I have re- 
ferred. I replied, **The gentleman from Maine 
somewhat misrepresents me; I did not concede, 
nor did I intend to concede, directly or indirectly, 
that any people have gone from Missouri to Kan- 
sas for the purpose of aiding in controlling the 
election, who have since returned and now reside 
in Missouri.’’ He then proceeds further to ask 
me if the newspapers did not report such to be 
the fact? I told him that l gave no credence to 
newspaper reports, and that I had no evidence of 
the fact, nor did I then believe it. Then, sir,the 
very authority the gentleman relies upon proves 
that I never did say so; but on the contrary I ex- 
pressly disclaimed any such expression, or inten- 
tion to make any such expression. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Mr. Speaker, I referred 
to the Globe of last year merely to give the 
House my authority for saying what I did; and 
it is for the House to judge whether or not lam 
sustained by the record. I do not believe that my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Ouiver] and myself 
disagree very much whether or not Missourians 
did go over to Kansas in November, 1854. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. | hope the’ gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Grancer] will allow me 
to make a suggestion here in reference to the 
time when a vote shall be taken upon this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. GRANGER. I will yield a moment. 

Mr. COBB. I was only going to make a sug- 
gestion in reference to that matter, so that the 
House might understand the hour when the vote 

| will be taken. I would suggest to the chairman 
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of the Committee of Elections that, by the gen- 
eral consent of the House, we Saal fix one 
o'clock to-morrow as the time when the vote 
shall be taken upon this question, Notice of the 
time will then * given, and members will be 
here, and we shall avoid the necessity for a call 
of the House; and then all debate which is de- 
sired can be indulged in to-day. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I would suggest that | 


perhaps it would be better that debate should be 
Sane when the gentleman from New York shall 
have concluded his remarks to-day. 


Mr, COBB. You will find it to be more expe- 1] 


ditioug to assent to the suggestion which I made; 
and which would insure a vote on this question 
to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 1 suggest this to the 
House, that, if we decide to have the question 
taken to-morrow, it would be better for us to 
fix an hour somewhat later than one o’clock. 
After the previous question shall have been sus- 
taingd, the gentleman from Pennsylvania who re- 
ported the resolution [Mr. Hickman] will have 
a right to address the House for an hour, and he 
cannot very wedl do that before one o’clock. 

Mr. COBB. Well, fix two o’clock to-morrow; 
all | want is to have the hour fixed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohic. I suggest that, at 
the close of the speech of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Grancer,] the previous ques- 
tion be moved; then the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections can speak an hour to-day, 
and the vote can be taken to-morrow. I hope 
we will not spend another day in this debate. It 
certainly will not tend to a better understanding 
of the question. 

Mr. W ASHBURN. I hope the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Ohio will be concurred in by 
the House. 


| Mr.GRANGER declined. — | 
Mr.CAMPBELL. The gentleman from New | 
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York [Mr. Ketiy] may avail himself of the op- 
portunity to address the House on this subject 
when we get into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. KELLY. Yes; but I desire to be heard 
on this question, as some of my colleagues have 
spoken on it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We will be in Committee 
of the Whole to-morrow or next day. 

Mr. KELLY. If the gentleman from New 
York will give way, I will move that the vote be 
taken to-morrow, at three o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
made by general consent. 

Mr. GRANGER objected, and said: Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to say but a few words. The 
question is not whether Governor Reeder or Gen- 
eral Whitfield shall occupy a seat on this floor, 
but whether you will or will not grant to the 
Committee of Elections power to send for persons 
and papers. Sir, what has this committee to do? 


It has to investigate and report on a subject of 
' deep and pervading interest to the whole Amer- 


ican people. Millions of your constituents are 
now watching with intense interest the action of 


this committee; and will you, sir, deny them 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Let the debate close to- 


day, and take the vote to-morrow morning. 

Mr. COBB. My reason for proposing to take 
the vote to-morrow is this—and I apprehend it 
will strike the House as proper: there are a num- 
ber of gentlemen yet who te to address thre 
House, and it would be well to allow the balance 
of this day to be consumed by them in making 
speeches on this question; and to-morrow we will 
take the vote. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I have no objection to 
have the hour fixed for two o’clock to-morrow; 
but I do desire to occupy some ten or fifteen 
minutes of the time of the House on this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. j 
anxious to discuss some of the matters connected 
with this proposition myself; but still Lam will- 
ing to forego that desire, and to avail myself of 
some future Opportunity to make my views 
known on this whole question. I therefore 
hope that the discussion may be brought to a 
close to-day, and that the vote may be taken to- 
morrow morning. If the discussion is to go on, 
IL shall of course insist upon having a hand in it 
myself, 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, a good deal of 
time has been already expended in the discussion 
of this question; and as some of the members 
from New York on the other side have spoken 


on this question, I for myself desire to be heard | 


on italso. For that reason I trust the gentleman 
from Georgia will prolong the time for taking the 
vote till three o’clock to-morrow, so that I, and 
several other members, who | understand wish 
also to speak upon it, may have an opportunity to 
address the House, If the question be postponed 
till to-morrow,at one o’clock, the consequence 
will be that the whole day will be taken up by 
the chairman of the Committee of Elections. I 
therefore trust that the gentleman will make his 
motion to take the vote at three o’clock to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. COBB. I would state to the gentleman 
from New York that I have made no proposition. 
It was only a suggestion which I addressed to the 
gentleman from Maine, and to the general ap- 
proval of the House. If not acceded to, gentle- 
men will find that this question will not be taken 
as soon by attempting to move the previous 
question to-day, as it would if they had agreed to 
the suggestion which | made. TI have nothing 
more to say. I have no proposition to offer. 


Mr. KELLY. Willmy colleague (Mr. Gran- 


GER} allowa vote to be taken on the subject now? || the shame? 


I desire to say, that Iam | 


| Sue 


| The South dare not. 


| why not investigate ? 


the aid required, and block the wheels, and crip- | 


le the energies of this committee at the outset? 
Por the honor of this House and the welfare of 
the country [trust not. But why this determined 
opposition? Why this attempt to shroud this 
investigation indarkness? The reasons given are 
unsatisfactory, contradictory, and baseless. 


Sir, the honorable gentleman from Maryland | 


{[Mr. Davis] denies us jurisdiction. There, he 
comes in conflict with the Constitution. The 
Constitution is clear on that point. It says ex- 
pressly that, ** Each House shall be the judge 
of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
own members.’’ There is nota legislative body 
in the world that does not exercise this power over 
its own members, and even to expel a member 
at discretion. Sir, the honorable gentleman 


fought gallantly, but he fought ‘*as one that | 


beateth the air.”’ He dealt fearful blows, but his 
adversary was beyond his reach. It was a pity 
such valor was wasted. Sir, the honorable gen- 
tleman from Maryland was on the wrong side. 
The honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Lercuer,| in maintaining the other side of the 
question, took occasion to say that, if the admin- 


istration of Government was taken from the a 


that now hold it, the Union would be dissolvec 
‘Those threats have been so often repeated, and 


from the same quarter, that they are stale and | 
insipid, and scarcely deserve a passing notice. | 

I threats are + they cease to disturb. | 
Like the ratile in the tail of a toothless snake, | 
Dissolve this |} 
The North will not. | 


they are heard without alarm. 
Union! Who dissolve it? 
The world in arms cannot. 
Away with such silly nonsense ! 

The honorable member from Missouri [Mr. 
Oxrver] charges the Massachusetts Aid Society 
with malpractice. If the charge be true, then 
1 i He charges the Kansas 
settlers with having rifles. Isit possible? What! 
freemen have arms in their hands! Who ever 


| heard of these rifles till Kansas was invaded? 


\| 
1] 
| 


ti 
| 


Then, sir, you did hear of them. 
came out and spoke for themselves. 


Then they 


. | 
It is charged, also, that the New England emi- 


grants go to Kansas to make ita free State. Ay, 


sir, afree State! ‘* A lioninthe way!’’? Thesons | 


of the Pilgrims go as their fathers came, to plant 
and rear a free State. 
fault of the family, for their fathers did so before 
them. Free speech, free press, free schools, free 
religion, free soil, and free men. 


But Governor Reeder is in the way. 


Governor Reeder is the 
last man for us to complain of. The blame be- 
fore the country rests elsewhere than on the head 
of Governor Reeder. Has the honorable member 


| from Missouri so soon forgot that the invasion of 


Kansas came from hisown State? And when the 


it, it will be news to me. C 
if Missouri appease or palliates she must share 
ut Missouri will not do it. 


If that is wrong, it is the | 


Sir, they dogo | 

to make a free State, and, God be praised! they | 
| will do it. 
Governor Reeder has been assailed, and rudely | 
| assailed, on this floor. 


And I) 


was surprised to hear what kdtd hear fromidie 


of her Representatives. But Governor Reeder 
is in the way! He is the evil genius that haunts 
the dreams of the honorable gentleman from Mis. 
souri by night, and disturbs his equanimity by 
day. Why, the honorable member says Reeder 
comes poking along here a traitor. al atone I 
were to say, which surely I will not, that Whit. 
field comes poking along here. True, they are 
both here; and what of it?) What has that to do 
with the question? Sir, Governor Reeder comes 
here by the voice of the or and they sent 


| him here in accordance with the higher law and 


the lower law; the law of self-preservation and 
the law of self-defense. If he has not a right 
here, who has? General Whitfield comes here 


| the fruit of an election—an election ordered by a 
| spurious Legislature—a Legislature forced on an 
-unwilling people by a band of armed invaders, 


| with guns and drums and implements of death, 


truth and no do 
| Sir, I am read 





qnenine: 


who marched into Kansas on election day, and 
stormed nearly every poll at once, elected this 
Legislature, and returned back to Missouri jn 
triumph. Sir, let the committee examine. Give 
them all the help they ask for. Let us have the 
heias The country demands it. 
for the vote; and I envy not the 
man who shall record his vote in the negative. 

I now demand the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the whole subject on 
the table, and on that I call for the yeas and nays, 

Mr. COBB. I move a call of the House. | 
desire to have a full vote. 

Mr. ORR. On that motion [ call for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iappeal to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his call for the previous 
There are other gentlemen here who 
desire to submit their views on this subject to the 
House. 

Mr. GRANGER withdrew the call for the pre- 
vious question, ~ 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw my motien to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw my motion for a call 
of the House. 

Mr. ORR. Let me suggest this: There are 
some gentlemen, I understand, who desire to 
speak on the pending question; and if it be un- 
derstood that no question is to be taken this 
evening, the debate may go on till five, six, or 
seven o’clock; and every gentleman desiring to 
speak may do so—the understanding being, that 
the vote will not be taken before one o’clock to- 
morrow. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rose for the purpose of 
making a suggestion which will probably meet 
the views of gentlemen on that side of the 
House. As I said a moment ago, I have had 
some anxiety to discuss this question. I have, 
however, pretty much discussed it before. I 


| propose not to consume the time of the House 


now, because there appears to be a general anxiety 
to bring this matter to a close; and I think it is 


/a matter of very great consequence, if we intend 


_ to take this testimony, to come to some action at 


once. Besides, sir, this question blocks up all 


| the other business of the House. 


I will not, therefore, consume any of the time 
of the House, at present, in making my opinions 
upon this question known to the House. They 
have been once given to the House and the coun- 
try, and they remain unchanged. 

My suggestion, therefore, is that this debate 
shall be continued to-day, with the understanding 
that to-morrow, at one o’clock, it shall terminate 
—that the previous question shall then be moved 
and sustained. The chairman of the Committee 
of Elections, who reported this resolution, will 
be entitled to occupy one hour if he desires it. 
At two o’clock, then, we can proceed to take a 
vote; and we shall be able to dispose of the matter 
in some way in the course of the day. If Ican 
have the general consent of the House to this 
proposition, I will then yield the floor to those 


_ who are more anxious to speak upon this question 


i} 
| 


| honorable gentleman says he did not approve of | 
Does he not know that | 


| 


than I am. 


The SPEAKER. TheChair will suggest, that 


if the House should adopt a proposition in the 


form of an order that the debate should close at 
the time the gentleman from Ohio suggests, the 
Chair will close the debate at that hour. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; I will submit 
my proposition in that form. ‘ 
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order. 

“The SPEAKER. Notin order except by unan- 
jmous consent. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Ohio will 
allow me, I will suggest that if the House would, 
by common consent, agree that the vote should 
be taken at one o’clock to-morrow, and that no 
yote should be taken this evening, gentlemen who 
desired to speak could have an opportunity this 
evening, and any gentleman who desired to leave 
the Hall could do so safely. 

A general assent was expressed to the propo- 
sition. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
House, then, by unanimous consent, to agree that 
the previous question shall be moved to-morrow 
at one o’elock. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
that no business shall be transacted this evening? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that propositions cannot be introduced by 
unanimous consent. If objection be made, how- 
ever, no vote can be taken. 

Mr. HALL, of lowa, then addressed the House 
for one hour, on Kansas affairs; a report of his 
speech will be found in the Appendix. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. BAR- 
poUR and LAKE. Their speeches willl be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. DAMRELL obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BOWIE. I hope that, when the House 
adjourns, it will adjourn to an earlier hour than 
twelve o’clock. I desire to make a few remarks 
upon the question now before the House, and as 
one o’clock 1s fixed as the hour at which the vote 
shall be taken, I hope we shall adjourn till an 
earlier hour than usual. 

Mr. CADWALADER. I would suggest to 
the gentleman that he can hand his remarks to 
the reporters. 

Mr. BOWIE. No; I prefer to make them here. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. #1 withdraw the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. I renew the motion. 

‘The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. DAMRELL then resumed the floor and 
addressed the House for an hour. He has with- 
held his speech for revision. It will appear in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. ENGLISH said he doubted whether it 
was in the power of the House to remedy the 
evils complained of in reference to the Kansas 
election, even if the facts were as alleged by the 
friends of Governor Reeder. He was inclined, 
however, as a matter of policy, if for no other 
reason, to have the facts investigated, provided it 
could be done fairly, and with a proper regard to 
economy. The partisan character of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, as well as the great expense 
which would be incurred, would prevent his 
voting for the proposition to confer upon that 
committee unlimited power to send for persons 
and papers. For like reasons he could not favor 
the appointment of members of the House by 
the Speaker to act as commissioners and to take 
evidence. It would be a second edition of the 
Committee of Elections. He favored the plan 
roposed by the gentleman from South Carolina, 

Mr. Orr,] appointing, as such commissioners, 
two eminent legal gentlemen, disinterested, with- 
out bias, afd not members of the House. He 
defended the Kansas-Nebraska act from the charge 
of being the cause of the present troubles. It 


Is it also understood 


was the violation of the leading principle of that | 


act, by interference on the part of outsiders of 
both sections, that these difficulties have occurred 
in Kansas. As well might the lateelection frauds 
and riots in the States be attributed to the passage 
of thatlaw. The whole matter ought to have 
been left to the calm decision of the actual set- 
tlers of the Territory. 

Mr. E. proceeded to address the House further, 
but his remarks have been withheld for revision, 
and will be published at large hereafter in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. BOWIE. I desire to say a few words 
upon this report before it is acted upon by the 
House; but as members are fatigued by the ex- 
tended debate of to-day, hoping that the House 


THE 


I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CADWALADER. Will the gentleman 
withdraw that motion for a moment? 

Mr. BOWIE. Certainly. 

Mr. CADWALADER. Justice would require 
us to vote for the investigation in the form pro- 
posed, or in some other form, if its result could 
In any possible event benefit the contestant, Gov- 
ernor Reeder. But, upon his own exhibition of 
his case, he would not be entitled to the seat if the 
election of the sitting member, General Whit- 
field, should be set aside. There is no pretense, 
on behalf of the contestant, that he received a 
single vote at any legally-authorized election. 

It is therefore obvious that the effort is merely 
to vacate the seat in order that there may be a 
new election. 

Here, again, justice would require us to vote 
for an investigation of the truth of any facts in 
dispute, if, upon the result of the investigation, 
it could possibly appear that the seat ought to be 
vacated and a new election ordered. The seat 
ought to be thus vacated if the election of the 
sitting Delegate could be shown to have been 
unlawful. 

‘This election of the sitting Delegate was held 
in apparent conformity to the provisions of an 
act of the Territorial Legislature, which purports 
to have authorized such an election. It must, 
therefore, have been a lawful election if the 
bodies which enacted it composed the Legislature 
of Kansas. 

The sitting Delegate received all the votes 
pelled at this election—the only one which pur- 
ports to have been authorized by law. This is not 
disputed. As no votes were cast in favor of any 
other person, the smallest number of lawful votes 
was sufficient to elect him. It is not denied that, 
if this was a lawful election, some legal votes were 
polled. 

The contest is thus, whether the acting Legis- 
lature of Kansas was the rightful Legislature of 
that Territory? This is disputed on grounds 
which involve questions, first, of the fairness of 
the election of its members; and, secondly, of 
the regularity of their organization and proceed- 
ings. Now, if all that has been staal. on the 
part of the contestant, concerning their election, 
organization, and proceedings, were true, they 
still composed what was in fact the Legislature 
of the Territory. The body which was thus the 
Legislature in fact must, in a collateral proceed - 
ing like the present, be regarded as having been 
the Legislature in law, until its acts shall have 
been rightfully set aside or annulled by seme 
superior jurisdiction. This House, acting as a 
distinct body upon a contested election, is not a 
superior jurisdiction. It has no power of revision 
of the proceedings of the Kansas Legislature. 
The House is not now participating in a proceed- 
ing which can become an act of legislation. 
Whether an act of Congress passed by this Flouss 


|and the Senate, and approved by the President, 


annulling the proceedings of the Kansas Legis- 
lature, would be valid, is not the question. Lis 
validity would be determinable with reference to 


| the question, how far, and for what purposes, is 


Kansas a subordinate dependency of the General 
Government? She cannot be regarded as subor- 
dinate to this House, acting as a distinct body, 
exercising its privilege of determining the quali- 
fications of its members. Thus acting, this 
House proceeds judicially, as has already been 
fully shown in the course of the discussion. If 
we could inquire collaterally into the election, or- 
ganization, or proceedings, of the Legislature of 
Kansas, in order to determine the validity of a 
law purporting to have been enacted under their 
authority, they could, on the same principle, in- 
quire into our elections or organization, in order 
to determine the validity of our proceedings. 
Neither body can assume the cognizance of such 


| questions. 


| 


As this House has no power to decide that the 
acting Legislature of Kansas was no Legislature, 
we cannotannul or disregard the law under which 
the sitting Delegate was elected. It follows, that 
if everything alleged on behalf of the contestant 
were proved, the law passed by that Legislature, 
which he would set aside, must be regarded as 
having been in force within the Territory. The 
investigation which itis proposed to make would, 
therefore, at all events, be fruitless. 
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Mr. ORR. Such a motion is certainly not in || will indulge me for half an hour in the morning, || Conse 


679 


uently, such an investigation ought not 
to be aa in any form. This renders it unneces- 
sary to inquire whether it should be made in the 
unusual mode proposed. 

To this mode many objections have been urged 
which I will not repeat. "1 will merely add, that 
to bring persons and papers before the committee 
would result in returning depositions of the per- 
sons and copies of the papers to the House. 
The duty of taking such depositions and copies 
might be performed elsewhere, by other persons, 
rrobably quite as well as by the committee in 
Woeshiawten. and certainly at less expense of 
time and money. 

Mr. BOWIE. I renew the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House two 


communications from the Treasury Department, 
containing estimates for additional appropria- 
tions for the Territories of Minnesota and New 
Mexico, for the years ending June 30, 1256, and 
June 30, 1857; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed, 

The motion of Mr. Bowtre was then agreed to; 
and at twenty minutes before six o’clock the 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 19, 1856. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information in relation to the improvement 
of the falls of Red river, at or near Alexandria, 
Louisiana; which, on motion by Mr. Sewarp, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
showing, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, the amount paid for printing by that De- 
vartment during the year ending the 3lst Decem- 
er, 1855, not executed under the provisions of 
the act of August 26, 1852; which, on motion by 
Mr. Sewarp, was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I rise to call up 
the bounty land bill of the House of Representa 
tives, (H.R. No. 8,) which was reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, with sundry amend- 
ments, some days ago, with a view to move its 
recommitment to the Committee on Public Lands. 
I make this motion after eonsultation with the 
committee. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope that will be done. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
recommitted, 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of 
Oscar Piter, praying for compensation for prop- 
erty destroyed in the bombardment of Greytown 
by the United States sloop of war Cyane; which 
was referred to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. DODGE presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Wisconsin, praying 
for the establishment of a mafl route from Min- 
eral Point to Orion and Richland Centre, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of the clerks 
at the national armory at Harper’s Ferry, in 
behalf of themselves and the elerksatthe national 
armory at Springfield, praying for an increase of 
their compensation; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa, presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Mineral Point 
to Orionand Richland Centre, in that State; whic 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens 
of Woodbury county, lowa, in favor of the ex 
tension of the western boundary of that State; 
which were referred to the Committee on 'Yerri 
tories. 
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ERRONEOUS REFERENCES. 


Mr. WELLER. I presented a memorial a 
few days ago from the Chamber of Commerce of 
San Francisco, in relation to the register of voods 
shipped from New York to that city, which was 
improperly referred to the Committee on Finance. 
1 believe the Committee on Commerce are now 
investigating that subject; and I therefore move 
that the Committee on Finance be discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial, and 
that it be referred tothe Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of the 
clerk and messenger in the office of the assistant quarter- 
master of the marine corps, praying for increased compen- 
sation, and that it be reterred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom were referred the following 
bills: 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Chicago, Illinois; 

A bill for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Waukegan, Illinois; 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
Appalachicola, in the State of Florida; and 

A bill for the improvement of the harbor of 
Charleston, South Carolina; 

teported them back without amendment. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill respecting the harbor- 
ing of deserters from the military service, and to 
protect the public interest in regard to the enlist- 
ment and discharge of minors; which was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred a memorial of a 
committee of citizens of Truro, Massachusetts, 
reported a bill to provide for the protection of 
Cape Cod harbor, Massachusetts; which was 


read the first ume, and ordered to a second read- , 


ing. 

} Ie, also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to continue the improvement 
of the Illinois river, reported it back without 
amendment. 

Mr. REID, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the petition 
of the special agents of the State of Maryland, 
praying for the reimbursement of advances made 


to the United States in 1792, asked to be dis- | 


charged from the further consideration of the 


subject, and that it be referred to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- | 


mittee on Finance to report back House bill 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States for the 


year ending the 30th of June, 1857, This ts sub- | 


stantially the same with the bill which has already 
passed the Senate. I should ask for its considera- 


tion now if it were not that the Senator from | 


Louisiana, [Mr. cond who is not now in his 
seat, gave me notice that he had an amendment 


to offer. I therefore notify the Senate that I will | 


call it up to-morrow if I can. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SUMNER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introgluce the following bills: 

A bill to amend an act entitled ** An act regu- 
lating passenger ships and vessels,’’ approved 
March 2, 1819; 

A bill to amend the law of copyright; and 

A bill to amend the law of patents. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MALLORY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Childs; which was read the first and 


second time by its title, and referred with the ac- | 
companying paper to the Committee on Pensions. | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Almanson 


Houston be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Court of Claims. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the | 


Speaker had signed the following enrolled bill; || 


which, thereupon, received the signature of the NAVAL BOARD—THE CLAYTON-BULWER 


President pro tempore: 

An act to define the jurisdiction of the distnet and cir- 
cuit courts of the United States for the district of East 
Tennessee. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I ask the Senate to 
excuse me from further service as a member of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
I am already a member of four committees; one 
of them, the Committee on Pensions, has but five 
members, and to it one hundred and seventeen 
cases have been referred. It is impossible for me 
to perform, properly, the duties of all those com- 
mittees; and therefore I ask the Senate to excuse 
me from further service on the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to; and the President 
pro tempore was authorized to fill the vacancy. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (H. R. 
No. 69) making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1857, with amendments. It will 
not take five minutes to consider it, and therefore 
J ask unanimous consent to dispose of it now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 
The amendments the committee propose to add 
at the end of the bill are the following: 

For gas-house and apparatus, $15,000. 

For additional stables for dragoon and artillery horses, 
$10,900. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the amounts 
disbursed, or that may be disbursed, out of the moneys ap- 
propriated for the support of the Military Academy by the 
acts of May 10th, 1854, and Mareh 3, 1855, in payment of 
additional compensation to the librarian, assistant librarian, 
and certain enlisted men at that post, be passed to the credit 
of the disbursing officer: Provided, That the additional pay 
fo the said librarian aud assistant librarian shall not exceed 
the sum of $120 each per annum, and to the non-commis- 
sioned officer in charge of mechanics and other laborers at 
the post, the soldier acting as clerk in the adjutant’s office, 
and the four enlisted men in the philosophical and chemical 


department and lithographic office, shall not exceed the | 


stun of $50 each, per annum; and that a like measure of 
compensation be hereby authorized to be allowed hereafter 
for such services respectively. 


Mr. HUNTER. The amendments of the com- 


mittee are merely to restore the estimates. Two | 
items estimated for were left out by the House. | 


The additional section is to make specific a little 
appropriation amounting in all to $o40. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 have an amendment, and 
believe this bill is the best to which to append it. 
It is as follows: 


Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Senate furnish annually the library of the Military 
Academy at West Point with a copy of all the documents 
published by the Senate. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurredin. The bill, asamended, 
was ordered to a third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I now move 
to postpone all prior orders, for the purpose of 
taking up the deficiency bill. I think if we will 
agree to do that, we may, perhaps, pass it to-day, 


which will be an important consideration. Lhope | 


the Senate will agree to take it up. If I were to 
throw myself on their courtesy to allow me to 


make a speech, I know they would permit me to | 


do it; but I do not ask that; I merely ask the 
Senate to take up the bill, so that we may endeavor 
to pass it to-day. * 

Mr. STUART. I understood that the Senator 
from Delaware yesterday expressed a desire, with 
the consent of as many Senators as were left here 
at the time of the adjournment, to occupy the 
residue of the morning hour, when the morning 
business was depend of to-day, with an argu- 
ment on the subject then under consideration. 

Mr.CLAYTON, I desire to occupy the res- 
idue of the morning hour, and I will then give 
my aid to the Senator from Virginia to take up 
the deficiency bill. 

Mr.HUNTER. Am [to understand that the 
honorable Senator from Delaware will yield the 
floor at the expiration of the morning hour? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I withdraw my motion. 
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TREATY. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It was my intention to ad. 
dress the Senate to-day, in reply to the speech 
of the honorable Senator from Texas, delivered 
yesterday, assailing the character and MOtives 
of some of the members of the naval board, who 
are among the very best officers in the naval ser. 
vice. That speech was, in my view, a tissue 


| of misstatements from its commencement to its 


close. I desire to review it; but, sir, after hear. 
ing the honorable Senator, last night, say, jp 


_ reply to my colleague, (who had made an ample 


| appear in print, 


vindication of Captain Du Pont, and saved, in my 
judgment, the necessity of any further reply on 
that subject to-day,) that he intended to rejoin 
whenever the speech of my colleague should 
shall defer my remarks unti] 

see in print the speech which the Senator from 
Texas made. 

I now desire to address the Senate on another 


| topic, which is of more importance in the com- 
munity, in reference to which there are some 


| to-day. 





| 





| 


views that I am anxious to lay before the Senate 
I move, in order that I may have an op- 
portunity of doing so, that the motion to refer the 
letter of Lord John Russell may now be taken 
up. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will make an explanatory 
remark to the gentleman. I think he has limited 
the comprehensiveness of my remark. I stated 
that when the gentlemen would indicate a dispo- 
sition to reply to me, I would respond to them. 
My statement was not confined to the colleague 


| of the distinguished Senator from Delaware. | 


will wait for his demonstration. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Delaware, to proceed 
to the consideration of the motion to print the 
letter referred to. 

Mr. WELLER. I suppose it is understood 
that the regular order of business will be taken 
up atone o’clock ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON proceeded to speak in con- 
tinuation of a speech which he commenced on 
Monday last, in relation to the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty. It will be published in the Appendix. 


HARBOR AND RIVER BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. [Icall for the special order. 

The PRESIDENT. It will now be taken up, 
unless the Senate direct otherwise. 

Mr. STUART. I understand that the bill first 
in order is the one, the consideration of which 
was suspended on Monday by an adjournment— 
the bill for improving the Savannah river. That 
is the first business in order. 

The PRESIDENT. That was postponed with- 
out having been made the special order. 

Mr. STUART. There was an adjournment 
upon it. 


Mr. HUNTER. That bill was superseded by 


| the action of yesterday, when it was not taken 


up. It will come up hereafter, in its turn, after 
the other special orders which were assigned be- 
fore it shall be disposed of. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. I propose to sub- 
mita motion which I presume will not be objected 
to. I am desirous that neither the deficiency 
bill nor the three million bill shall be interfered 
with by the river and harbor bills; therefore I 
ask the consent of the Senate to have them taken 
up informally, so that they may be made the spe- 
cial order for next Monday. That will give both 
the bills which I have named the preference until 
they are disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. Say Tuesday. 

Mr. STUART. I have no objection to that. 
{ modify my motion in that way. 

The motion was agreed to; and the river and 


_ harbor bills were taken up and _ oned to Tues- 


day next, and made the specia 
at one o’clock. 


PRIORITY OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 
Mr. HUNTER. I now move to take up the 
deficiency bill. 
The PRESIDENT. The first special order is 
the bill (S. No. 130) making appropriations for 
certain new fortifications. ‘ 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all prior 


order for that day 
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orders for the purpose of taking up the deficiency 
yl ill. 

Mr. WELLER. 
motions made, that I should like t to know what is 
now the precise c ondition of the three million bill. 


There have been so many 


It was the unfinished business several days ago; 
and I desire to ascertain whether it will not take 
precedence, on Tuesday next, of the river and 
iarbor bills ? 

Mr. HUNTER. We may get through both 
this bill and the three million bill by that time. 

Mr. WELLER. I wish to ascertain the pre- 
cise latitude and longitude of the three million 
bill. 

The PRESIDENT. It is the next special 
order after the fortification bill, which the Chair 
announced as the first special order. 

The motion of Mr. Hunter, to postpone the 
prior orders, was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
68) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1856, reported by the Committee on Finance, 
with amendments. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HUNTER. We had better take the ques- 
tion on each amendment separately as read. It 
is not necessary to read the whole bill before we 
take the question on the amendments, unless some 
Senator insists upon it. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will be on 
azreeing to the first amendment as read, to in- 
sert: 

For the compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, 
and others receiving an annual salary in the service of the 
Senate: 

For the chiefclerk and clerk to the Committee on Finance, 
$2,413 44. 

For contingent expenses of the Senate: 

For binding, $11,000. 

For lithograpiy and engraving, $25,000. 

Tor miscellaucous items, $5,000. 


For the contingent expenses of the House of Represent- 
atives: 


For the completion of the binding of documents ordered 


to be printed for the use of the House, $ 389,715 56. 

For the completion of the engraving orde red at the second 
session of the ‘Thirty-Third Congress, £150,000. 

For the engraving of maps, charts, and other plates ac- 
companying documents ordered to be printed at the first 
session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $19,000. 

For furniture and repairs, $3,500. 

For stationery for members, $4.090. 

For the pay of clerks upon the jand maps for the use of 
the Committee on Public Lands, $6,770 80. 

For the pay of nine clerks to committe es of the House, 
under resolutions of the present session, $5,500. 

For miscellaneous items, $10,000; to enable the clerk to 
purchase the Statutes at Large for the use of members of the 
House of Representatives, per resolution of February 21, 
1856, $5,285 ; to enable the Secretary of State to pay to the 
clerks in his office of class four the same compensation as 
Was paid to the same class in other executive departments, 
troin the Ist of July, 1853, to the 30th of June, 1855, inclu- 
sive, $1,778 76. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert: 


For compensation for clerical services performed in the 
office of the United States Legation at London, from De- 
cember, 1852, to August, 1853, inclusive, $1,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next was to insert: 

For fitting up the court rooms and conference room, and 
offices for the solicitor and clerk of the Court of Claims, 
$600. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next was to insert: 





. = nr . ' 
For increase of the salary of the Governor of the Terri- | 


tory of New Mexico, under the act of July 27,1854, $1,929 35. 
Provided, That from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the 
Governor of the Territory of New Mexico shall receive an 
annual salary of $2,000 as Governor, and $1,000 as super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, all other acts and parts of acts 
allowing salaries to said ofhcers being hereby repealed. 
Mr. HUNTER. I will explain this item. 
Originally the Governor of New Mexico received 
a salary of $?2,500—$1,500 in one capacity as 
Governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian 
affairs. His salary as Governor was afterwards 
increased to $3,000. The intention of both 
Houses no doubt was that $3,000 should be in 
full for his services in both capaciues; but the 
words of the law are such, when they come to be 
examined, as to give him $3,000 salary ‘‘ as Gov- 
ernor,’’? and $1, 000 as superintendent of Indian 
affairs. Such, at least, is the opinion of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. They propose, therefore, to 


,of the clearest propositions in the 


| it has fixed a right. 


clearly otherwise, as I think. 
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give him that sum forthe past year, - to repeal! 
the law, so that jn future he shall be restricted to 
$3,000 as compensation for his services in both 
capacities. Thi itis the object and effect of this 
amendment. 

Mr. STUART. Inasmuch asT do not agree 
to the construction of the law which has 
adopted at the Treasury Department, nor to the 
justice of the proposed amendment, I feel it to 
be my duty to ask for a vote of the Senate upon 
the distinct question raised by that amendment. 

As the Senator from Virginia just re- 
marked, it was undoubtedly the clear intention 
of both Houses of Coneress to give the Governor 
of New Mexico $3,000 salary for all the duties 
performed by him. The original act which fixes 
his compensation contained language substanti- 
ally this: A certain sum ‘as Governor,’’ 
certain other sum ‘as superintendent of 
affairs,’’ the whole making $2,500. 
I believe. 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STUART. It was suggested that this sum 
of $2,500 was insufficient; and Congress, therefore, 
at the last session passed a law which was in- 
tended to increase the pay of the Governor $500, 
so as to make his salary for both — es $3,000. 
In doing it they said: ** The salary of the Gov- 
ernor of New Mexico be, and the ot ine is hereby, 
increased to the sum of $3,000.’’ Now, the con- 
struction of the Treasury Department is that, as 
the original act named a certain sum to be paid 
to him ** as Governor,’’ and a certain other sum 
‘*as superintendent of Indian affairs,’’ the last 
legislation is to increase his pay as Governor to 
$3,000, and, therefore, to make his whole pay 
$4,000. It seems to me, however, that it is one 

world, that 
the construction of the Treasury Department is 
wrong; but, without dis; mating that point, it1s 
equally clear that Congre pueuenel to carry out 1's 
original intention, and give him only the $3,000. 

I am aware that itis urged that, ifthe Treasury 
Department has given the law this construction, 
It has clothed the Governor 
of New Mexico with a vested right to receive 
$3,000 for salary as Governor, and $1,000 more 
as superintendent of Indian affairs. 1 deny that 
there is any suc hrght. It is not an interference 
with any right which he holds, to do just exactly 
what Congress intended to do before, and tiat is, 
to give the Governor of New Mexico annual pay 
to the amount of $3,000. That was the inten- 
tion, and that, I think, justice requires should be 
done. Therefore, I shall ask for an amendment 
to the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Finance, which will have the effect of declaring, 
that during the past fiscal year he shall receive 
$3,000, instead of the proposition of the commit- 
tee that he shall, during the 
$4,500. 

It may be said, perhaps, that Congress ought 
to define the langu: ize of its acts so clearly that 
there can be no dispute about it, but inthe hurry 
of legislation thatis impossible. In a ease like 
this, where it is sought by an officer of this Gov- 
ernment, on a technical construction, to obtain 
what the law never intended he should have, I 
hold that it is not only no interference with his 
right, but itis the plainest duty of Congress to 
the people, to carry out the original design of the 
law. 

I therefore move an amendment which shall 
niake the restriction applicable to the past year; 
and [ think it can be done by substituting in the 
proviso reported by the committee, ‘* 1855” for 
‘© 1856,”’ so that it shall read, * from and after 
the 30th of June, 1855, the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico shall receive,’’&c. On that 
— 1 ask for the sense of the Sénate. 

Mr. HUNTER. As I said before, I believe 
the intention of both Houses was to do what the 
Senator from Michigan proposes, but the law is 
In 1850 it was pro- 
vided that the Governor of New Mexico ‘shall 
receive an annual salary of $1,500 as Governor, 
and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs.” 
That is the original law—the first under which he 
received anything. In 1854 it was enacted that 
**the salary of the Governor of New Mexico be, 
and the same is hereby, increased to the sum of 
$3,000. Thus, by the provision of the first law, 
he wa allowed $1,500 as Governor, and $1,000 
as superintendent of Indian affairs. ‘The second 


Lye en 


has 


and a 
Indian 
That is right, 


past year, receive 


| The 


law increases his salary as Governor to $3,000; 
and it seems to me, that under the two laws, he 
is entitled to $3 1000 : is Governor, and §1,000 as 
superintendent of Indian affair 

We to give him what ‘th »wordsof the 
law and then to bring it back to what was 
the original design, and what is cnough—$3,000 
for service in both capacities, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There may be 
reason for allowing the amendment to be 


propose 
I 
allow, 


or 


another 
adopt d 


in the form in which it has been pres i by the 
Committee on Finance. I believe additional 
duties have been assizned to the Governor of 
New Mexico. We have ordered public buildings 
to be erected in that Territory, and | think he has 
been directed to superintend the construction of 
those buildings,and disbui the moneys appro- 
priated for that purpos If so, L do not think 
he has been paid too much. I presume that, under 
the existing laws, additional compensation could 
not be awarded to him for superintending the 
public buildings: and for this reason, I am in- 


clined more readily to coneur in the construction 
of the Committee on Finance 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I 
reason for concurring with the Committee on Fi- 
nance. My experience here has taught me, that 
if the Treasury Department is determined to pay 
money to an officer, the y will pay | 
what law you may pass; it does 

rhtest difference whether the 
right or wrong, if they will it, 

Mr. STUART. IftheS 
moment, I will state that the 
the Committee on Iinance 
is suspended at the 


have another 


il, no 
not make 
construc 
it will be done. 
willallow mea 
information sent to 
is, that the payment 
Treasury Department for the 
yurpose of ascertaining the views of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. That indicates a reformation 
which Iam very glad to hear; but I was about 
to refer the Senate that occurred three 
or four years ago, and I will proceed to do so: 
Navy Department sent here for an increase 
of salary for one of their officers. Congress voted 
it down on a direct vote to amend the regular 
naval ap propriation bill. ‘They sent it a second 
year, and Congress voted it down again. This 
was done, I think, three times. 

A Senator. What is the 


matter 
the 


tion 18 


‘nator 


to a case 


case? 


Mr. HALE. I refer to the increased salary of 
Lieutenant Davis, superintending the Nautical 
Almanac. After Congress voted down three 


times on a direct proposition, the Secretary of the 
Navy wrote to the Comptroller, and the C — 
troller got up a dec inion. by which, in the face 


of those three direct votes of Congress, he paid 


him an incre ased salary, and paid it for the back 
years, when we had been denying it. With this 
experience before me, l sav, that if the Depart- 
ments so construe a law as lo increase a man’s 
salary, they will pay him the money, and it is no 


use to oppose the construction of the ‘Treasury 
Department. 


Mr. HUNTER. I havea lette rfrom the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury which I wish to have read. 
The Secretary read, as follow S: 


Treasury DerartTMent, February 14, 1856. 

Sir: The third secon of the act ot 9th September, 1850, 
(Little & Brown 9, page 447,) provides that the Governor 
of New Mexico shali perform the duties and receive tle 
emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs, and the 
twelfth section that he shall receive an annual salary of 
#1,500 as Governor, and $1,009 as superintendent of Ludian 
affairs. 

3yv the act of the 27th July, 1854, volume 9, page 311, to 
increase the salaries of exeeutive and judiciary officers in 
Oregon, New Mexico, Washington, Utah, and Minnesota, 
itis provided * that the salary of the Governor of New Mex 
ico be, and the same is hereby, increased to the sum of 
$3.090.? 

Upon application of the Governor of New Mexico, the 
Comptroiler of the Treasury examined the question of the 
rate of compensation to which be was entitled, and reported 
to me his opinion, from which [ am unable to dissent, that, 
under the foregoing provisions, he is entitled to $3,000 as 
Governor, and 31,000 as superintendent, making together 
$4,000; but no more than 33,000 bas been paid, for want 
of a sufficient appropriation. 

Ifthe cominittee take the same view of the subject, an 
additional appropriation will be required, as follows : 


Say, from 27th July, 1854, to 30th June, 1455. .3929 35 
For the year to end 30th June, 1855........6. 1,000 00 
For the ygar to end 30th June, 1857,..... - 1,000 00 

Making........++ Coes odeseecsees ee -2,929 35 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Lewts D. Campnets,, Chairman Committee of Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr. DODGE. Mr. President, Iam in favor 
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of the amendment of the Committee on Finance, 
and J shall vote for it, because I think it no more 
than justice to this officer. His duties as super- 
intendent of Indian affairs in New Mexico have 
heen very arduous. It is well known to the coun- 
try that we have been engaged in an almost con- 
stant state of war with the Indians there. It is 
well known that this gentleman has had import- 
ant duties devolved on him, and he has performed 
them entirely to the satisfaction of the Govern- 
ment. A state of war devolves on an Indian su- 
perintendent much more re sponsible and arduous 
duties thanthose which he performs when we are 
at peace with the Indians, When there is any 
evidence of hostile feeling, it is necessary for the 
superintendent to exercise a great deal of discre- 
tion in order to keep peace in the country, and as 
far as | understand the character of this gentle- 
man, he has fully met the views of his Govern- 
ment 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, the law, as it 
now stands, I think, ifconstrued in the usual man- 
ner, undoubtedly gives the sum which the amend- 
ment of the committee appropriates. ‘The Com- 
mittee on Finance, however, have reason to think 
this increase of salary was inadvertently given at 
a former Congress The salary was made highs r 
than was intended. Therefore, while wi pay the 
salary,as the law requires, we have annexed a 
proviso making the salary hereafter what we think 
it was the intention of Congress that it should be. 
In my judgment, this is the only course which it 
is proper to pursue 1n this case. [am not willing, 
for one, to refuse to pay what is due from the 
Government—what a court of justice would say 
was due from the Government; and if the law is 
different from what we intended, the only remedy 
which ought to be applied is, prospectively, to 
make it what we intended itto be. This is what 
is done by the amendment as it now stands. 

Mr. STUART. In reply to the sugvestion 
made by my friend, the Senator from Wisconsin, 
{Mr. Donee,]} I beg leave to say to him, that if 
there were any suggestions from the Department, 
that the salary of this officer ought to be increased 
in consequence of the performance of any spe- 
cial duties, that would be an entirely different 
question. ‘There is no such suggestion from any 
quarter. But | think that $3,000, being an in- 
crease of $500 from what his salary was origin- 
ally,is ample. This addition was made by law 
last year; and itisenough. It is more than any 
other territorial Governor receives. The ques- 
tion before us is simply reduced to this: Shall 
we sanction a construction by which a mere error 
of language in legislating to raise a salary $500 
is made use of to give an increase of $1,500? It 
is coneeded by the gentlemen who have addressed 
the Senate, that this was but a mistake, at best. 
IT submit, that the construction which I cive is the 
more preferable construction to be given to the 
language which Congress employed. The original 
act divided the Governor's salary. It allowed 
him $1,500 ‘‘as Governor,’’ and $1,000 ‘‘as 
superintendent of Indian affairs.”’ The amend- 
atory act simply says, that the ‘salary of the 
Governor of New Mexico ”’ should thereafter be 
$3,000. T submit, that the language of the amend- 
atory actis not inconsistent with the construction, 
that the sum of $3,000 was intended to be the 
whole salary for both offices; but the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury has affirmed a decision of the 
Comptroller which gives a contrary effect. My 
amendment simply proposes to do exactly what 
itis coneeded Congress intended to do a year 
ago. IT say, therefore, tt injures nobody, but 
carries out, as the gentlemen admit, the original 
object. LT contend, that where there is, at least, : 
room for doubt as to the construction, Congress 
ought now to do what the original act intended 
to do. 

if my amendment shall prevail in the Senate, I 
shall move to reduce the appropriation $1,000, 
because it will be seen that this is to provide for 
a deficiency in the last year’s salary. The officer 
has received at the Treasury $3,000, for Congress | 
last year appropriated $3,000 to pay him. He 
new demands $1,000, for which there is*ho appro- 
priauon. Congress appropriated for an increase 
of the sum $500. Therefore, if my amendment 
in this instance prevails, [ shall then move to re- 
duce the appropriation $1,000, which will make 
up the deficiency, according to the original inten- || 
tion of Congress. i 


} ? . 
and appropriate it now, so that we may have the 


| partment, consisting of postage on letters and packets re- 


| expenses of courts-martial and courts of inquiry, including 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on the | 
amendmentof the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays, | 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 27, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Clay 
ton, Crittenden, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, 
Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Johnson, Mason, Pratt, Reid, 
Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of 


New Jersey, Trumbull, and Wade—27. 


NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Allen, sayard, Brodhead, 


Brown, Clay, Collamer, Dodge, Hamlin, Hunter, James, 
Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Toucey, and Weller—15. 

So the amendment to the 
agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I propose now to reduce the 
appropriation, and ] hope the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance will 
my motion will effect the object. ‘The appropri- 
ation is $1,929 35. The amount of the salary in 
dispute is $1,000. I suppose that by striking out 
$1,929 35, and inserting $929 35, the appropria- 


amendment was 


tion will be conformable to my original amend- | 


ment. I therefore move this modification. 
The amendment was agreed to, and the amend- 
ment of the committee as modified was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- | 


nance was to insert: 


For filling up and grading the grounds belonging to the 
custom- house building, Nortolk, Virginia, $1,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. This is in pursuance of the 
recommendation of the Treasury Department. 
It seems that the grounds are marshy, and the 
Board of Health of Norfolk have asked that they 
shall be filled up. If not done by the Ist of June, 
it may be too late. An appropriation of $1,000 
is recommended for this purpose. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert: 


P For transportation of officers, and for fuel and quarters, 
the payment of which is no longer made by the quarter- 
master’s department, $2,127 12. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next was to insert: 


For continuing the work on the Washington aqueduct, 
$300,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. I will make an explanation 
in regard to this amendment, though it may not 
be necessary here, but it may elsewhere. It is 
recommended to the committee to take a portion | 
of the money estimated for the next fiscal year 


use of the money during the working season. | 
If the work is to be carried on, it is better to ap- | 
propriate the money at such a time as to enable 
itto be used during their working season, rather 
than during the summer. 

Mr. ADAMS. This is the old water-works 
question. A new appropriation is proposed to 
continue the work. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and yeas were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 5; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Brodhead, Brown, Clayton, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, 
Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Houston, Hunter, Lverson, Jonson, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Trumbull, and Weller—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Clay, Fitzpatrick, and 
Wade—S. 

Mr. HUNTER. I propose now to treat as 
one amendment all the items down to section two, | 
as they are all deficiencies in the quartermaster’s 
department. I shall have a report of the quarter- 
master read. I wish the vote to be taken on all | 
of the items as one amendment. 

The Secretary accordingly read, as one amend- 
ment, the following items: 


For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, consisting of fuel, forage in kind for the horses, mules, 
and oxen of the quartermaster’s department, at the several 
military posts and stAtions, and with the armies in the field ; 
tor the horses of the firstand second regiments of dragoons, 
the companies of light artillery, the regiment of mounted 
riflemen, and such companies of infantry as may be mount- 
ed, and also forthe authorized number of officers’ horses, 
when serving in the field and at the outposts; of straw for | 
soldiers’ bedding, and of stationery, including company and 
other blank-books for the army, certificates for discharged 
soldiers, blank forms for the pay and quartermaster’s de- 
partments, and for the printing of division and department 
orders, army regulations and reports, $460,000. 

For the incidental expenses of the quartermaster’s de- 





ceived and sent by officers of the Army on public service ; 


the additional compensation to judges-advocate, recorders, 
members, and witnesses, while on that service, under the 
act of March 16, 1802 ; extra pay to soldiers employed under 








the direction of the quartermaster’s department, in the ere 
tion of barracks, quarters, storehoyses, and hospitals ; the 
construction of roads, and other constant labor, for periods 
of not less than ten days, under the acts of March 2, 13)9 
and August 4, 1854, including those employed as clerks at 
division and department headquarters; expenses of ex 


| presses to and from the frontier posts and armies jn the 


| field; of escorts to paymasters, other disbursing officers, and 


inform me whether || 


trains, When military escorts cannot be furnished; ex- 
penses of the interment of non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers ; authorized office furniture ; hire of laborers in the 
quarterinaster’s department, including hire of interpreters. 
spies, and guides, for the Army ; compensation of clerk : 
officers of the quartermaster’s department ; compensation of 
forage and wagon-masters, authorized by the act of July 5, 


| 1838; for the apprehension of deserters, and the expenses 
| incident to their pursuit; the various expenditures required 


for the first and second ‘regiments of dragoons, the compa- 
nies of light artillery, the regiment of mounted riflemen, and 
such companies of infantry as may be mounted, viz: for 
the purchase of horse equipments, as saddles, bridles, saq- 
dile-blankets, nose-bags, iron combs, currycombs, and spurs 
and straps; of traveling forges, blacksmiths’ and shoeing 


| tools, horse and mule shoes, iron and steel for shoeing, hire 


of veterinary surgeons, purchase of medicines for horses 
and mules, shoeing horses of mounted corps, and repairing 
dragoon and rifle equipments, $180,000. 4 

For constructing barracks and other buildings at posts 


| Which it may be necessary to occupy during the year, and 


for repairing, altering, and enlarging buildings at the estab- 


| lished posts, including hire or commutation of quarters for 


officers on military duty ; hire of quarters for troops, of store- 
houses for the sate keeping of military stores, and of grounds 


| for summer cantonments ; for encampments and temporary 


frontier stations, $100,000: Provided, however, That the 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to sell, 
under the direction of the President, all military sites which 
have been, or which may hereafter become, unnecessary 
tor military purposes; and that the money arising from the 
sales of such sites shall constitute a fund for the purchase 
and improvement of other sites which it may become neces- 
sary to occupy for the defense of the frontiers. And it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of War to report, within one 
month after the commencement of each session of Con 
gress, the action of the Department under the authority 
hereby conferred, showing the number and description of 
sites sold, and the amoun: received tor each, with a detailed 
account of the application of the money received. 

For mileage to officers of the Army, for transportation of 
themselves and baggage when traveling on duty without 
troops or escorts, $60,000. 

For transportation of the Army, including the baggage of 


| the troops when moving vither by land or water; of cloth- 
| ing, camp, and garrison equipage, and horse equipments, 


from the depot at Philadelphia to the several posts and 
Army depots; of subsistence from the places of purchase, 
and from the places of delivery under contract, to such 
places as the circumstances of the service may require it to 
be sent; of ordnance, ordnance stores, and small-arms, from 
the founderies and armories to the arsenals, fortifications, 


| frontier posts, and Army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, 


and ferriages; for the purchase and hire of horses, mules, 
and oxen, and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, 
drays, ships, and other sea-going vessels and boats for the 
transportation of supplies, and for garrison purposes; for 
drayage and cartage at the several posts ; hire of teamsters ; 
transportation of funds for the pay and other disbursing 


| departments ; the expense of sailing public transports on the 
| various rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic and 


Pacific ; and for procuring water at such posts as from their 


| situation require that it be brought from a distance, and 


| for clearing roads, and removing obstructions from roads, 
| harbors, and rivers, to the extent which may be required 


for the actual operations of the troops on the frontier, 


| $1,000,000. 





Mr. HUNTER. I now ask that the commu- 


| nication of the quartermaster general be read. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasuHinetron, February 21, 1856. 
Sir: The appropriations for the guartermaster’s depart- 


| ment will all be exhausted before the middle of next month. 


The numerous and rapid movements which the troops were 


| required to make during the last fiscal year caused an 
| expenditure for transportation greatly exceeding the appro- 


priation for that year, and became a charge upon the appro- 
priation for the present year. I estimate the deficiency in 
the appropriation for transportation the last year at about 
#600,000. The great increase in the price of forage caused 


| the expenditures on that account to exceed the appropria- 
| tion tor the year; the charge upon the appropriation for 


forage for the present year [ estimate at $200,000. 

In addition to these deficiencies in the last year, there 
has been a greatly increased expenditure caused by the 
Indian hostilities, and the active operations which it has 
been necessary to carry on against them, in the States of 
California and Florida, and the Territories of Oregon, 
Washington, Kansas, and Nebraska. These operations 
were not expected, and were not provided for in the esti- 
mates presented to Congress, on which the appropriations 
for the present year were made. 

From fifteen to eighteen hundred thousand dollars will 
be necessary to carry the department through the year. A 
considerable sum will also be required to reimburse ex- 
penses being incurred on account of militia and volunteers 
called into service. [ have received no estimate of the prob- 
able expense incurred, or being incurred; but, from the cor- 
respondence of officers serving on the Pacific and in New 
Mexico, I amsure the expenditure to be provided for will be 
considerable. 

As the time has nearly arrived when preparations should 
be made for the operations of the next season, I respect- 


| fully recommend that application be made for an appropria- 
| tion at as early a period as possible; and I have the honor to 


be, sir, your obedient servant, TH. 8S. JESUP, 


Quartermaster General. 
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oN. JEFFERSON Davis, Secretary of War, Washington. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Senate will perceive that 
there is a provision embodied in this amendment 
to enable the Secretary of War, under the direc- 


tion of the President, to sell old sites which are | 


not needed for military purposes. Under this 
provision it is hoped that hereafter we shall: not 
have to appropriate for barracks and quarters. 
We shall get a fund from this source which will 
probably pay that portion of the expenses of the 
Army. 

Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, it seems to me 
that it is not proper to invest the Secretary of 
War with the large discretion of selling, in any 
mode he may think proper, any military post. 
If it is desirable to sell any of them, a provision 
ought to be made regulating the mode of disposi- 
tion and imposing some restrictions. Atall events 
it seems to me that the deficiency bill is not the 
place for a provision of this nature. There are 
military posts now occupied by the Government 
of the United States which are of creat value; 
and this proposition is to commit to the Secretary 


of War, under the direction of the President of 


the United States, the power of selling them at 
discretion for such price and in such way as he 
may think proper. This does not seem to me 
to be consistent with our system of distribution 
of the public property. We will not allow an acre 
of vacant land to be sold by the President of the 
United States except under the express regulation 
of law. There are sites at military posts which 
ought to be reserved, whether an appropriation 
to keep them up be made or not. I will mention 
the one at Rock Island. That point ought, in my 
judgment, to be selected for a military academy; 
and sooner or later this Government ought to make 
appropriations for the organization of an academy 
there. At any rate, it is of no expense to the 


Government to keep it; and, if it be considered | 


desirable to sell any other post, a special provision 
can be made for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I confess, sir, I caught with 
avidity at any scheme which sought to make any 
portion of our military system self-sustaining. 
It seemed to me that we should be effecting a 
great deal if we could, by the sale of old military 
posts which had become useless, provide the 
means for building the new quarters and barracks 
that may be necessary. I thought, too, there 
was a hope that it might become a regular sys- 
tem. When we select sites on the frontier, they 
are of very little value; as population settles 
around them, their value increases for the uses of 
civil life, and they cease to be of any service for 
military purposes. We can then sell them, and 
probably provide the means, as I am assured, by 
which we may cut off this large portion of the 
expenses of the Army. Iwas anxious to secure 
something like that system—one which has often 
been recommended by the Secretary of War. If, 
however, the clause requires further guards, lL 
hope the Senator from Missouri will suggest 
them. [wouldglike to throw all the guards around 
that power which might be practicable; but I do 
not 
amended. I do not know how the authority 
would be useful, if we were to restrict him to 
advertising and accepting the highest bidder. We 
have either to give the discretion or refuse it. 
We have either to take the benefits of this sys- 
tem, or to go without it. If we desire the benefits 
of the system, we must give the discretion to the 
Secretary and President to sell when they think 
it to the advantage of the United States to do so. 
I do not see what temptation they could have to 
sell any site which might be wanted for military 
purposes. They would probably only sell where 
the site was useless for military purposes, and 
had acquired a money value. 


So far as any special post may be concerned— 


Rock Island or any other—I know nothing about 
it, 


at powes see how it could be properly | 


If it is necessary we can make a special | 


reservation. Congress will always have it in their 
power to except from sale, if they ec!) 


10 , any 
such spot as that which the Senator suggests. If 


it is thought that particular places should be 

reserved, Congress can say so now. I was not 
aware, however, that there was any special rea- 
son for reserving Rock Island, or any other site: 
and I believe the whole subject may be left safely 
to the discretion of the Secretary of War. As it 
is, | am told that we frequently lose the value of 
these posts from the fact, that sometimes preémp- 
tions are made on them; the parties come to us 
asking for a bill to relieve them, and it is passed 
through both Houses asa private bill. Generally, 
the subject is not understood. We have, as I 
am informed, in some cases, lost valuable prop- 
erty in this way; but if we were to adopt some- 
thing like a system, and require the Secretary of 
War to report his views on all such cases, he 
would act under responsibility to Congress and 
publie opinion. However, as I have said, if the 
Senator from Missouri will suggest any proper 
guards, | shall be happy to vote for th m. 

Mr. GEYER. Whenever a bill is presented 
proposing to regulate the disposition of this prop- 
erty, [ shall endeavor to make an effort to guard 
it; but it seems to me that it is unwise to vest in 
the Seeretary of War, under the direction of the 
President, so large a discretion as is proposed by 
this provision. It is not necessary, I pr sume, 
for the support of the Army. ’ 


I suppose that the 
proceeds of these sites are not necessary for mil- 


itary purposes, for the support of the Army, or 


any of its departments. I presume, also, that, 
whenever it shall become necessary or proper to 
sell any post, the Secretary of War will call on 
Congress for authority to make the sale, and then 
it will be time enough to provide for the mode of 
disposition. 

Believing it to be 
power on the Secretary of War, | move to strilt 
out the proviso in the amendment of the commit- 
tee, in the following language: 

Provided, however, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to sell, under the direction of the 
President, all military sites which have been, or which may 
hereatter become, unnecessary for military purposes ; ard 
that the money arising from the sales of such sites shall 
constitute a fund for the purchase and improvement of other 
sites which it may become necessary to oecupy for the 
defense of the frontiers. And it shall be the duty of the 
Seeretary of War to report, within one month after the 
commencement of each session of Congress, the action of 
the Depariment under the authority hereby conferred, show 
ing the number and description of sites sold, and the amount 
received fer each, with a detailed account of the applica 
tion of the money received. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the motion made by 
the Senator from Missouri will not prevail. Many 
sites and military posts were established years 
ago upon what was then supposed to be the fron- 
tier. Now, in consequence of emigrants having 
settled around those military posts and the Indians 
having disappeared, they are no longer necessary 
° ° : 2 . * 
for military purposes. You may take, forinstance, 
one of the military posts in California, established 
in 1851—Fort Reading. It was then on the ex- 
treme frontier; there were very many Indians in 
that vicinity: but now, such has been the tide of 
enmgration to that section of the State, the Indians 
are gradually disappearing and it is no longer 
necessary to keep upa military post at that point. 


inexpedient to bestow this. 


The Government has expend d pe rhaps from one | 


hundred and fifty to two hundred thousand dol- 
lars in putting up buildings atthat place. I hav 
no doubt that military post can be sold for a very 
fair price, It is certainly becoming useless for 
military purposes. So itis with many other posts. 
There have been sites selected at points which 
were indispensably necessary three, or four, or 


five years ago, but where it is no longer necessary 


to keep up military posts. 


If 1 understand the proposition submitted by | 


|. the Committee on Finance, it is, that whenever 


they become unnecessary for military purposes, 
the Secretary of War, under the direction of the 


| President of the United States, shall have the au- 


thority to sell them. 


What can be the objection 
to that? 


When it is no longer necessary to keep 


up posts for military purposes, what disposition | 


can you make of them? I ask my friend from 
Missouri to tell me what he proposes to do with 
them? 


They are not needed for military pur- | 


poses, and why should the Government continue | 


to be the owner of them? Whzy not suffer the 
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the military sites which have been selected in 
California there is acon 


siderable quantity of land 
attached to them; the military keep off the emi- 
crants; they will not suffer ow 
the land and cultivate it If itis unnecessary for 
the purposes of the Government, why should 
you prevent the settlement and cultivation of the 
land around those posts? Lask my friend from 
Missouri to tell me what disposition he will make 
of them? They are useless to the Government. 
Why, then, should it prevent the emigrant from 
cultivating the soil attached to those posts ? 
esides, as I have already intimated, in various 
parts of the Union large sums of money have 
been expended for buildings on these military 
sites. Does my friend from Missouri propose to 
keep an armed force there, and expend public 
money there, in keeping those buildings in r pair? 
Why expend money to keep them tm repair if 
they be unnecessary for military purpose s? It 
seems tome that ¢ conomy re quires that we should 
ret rid of the unnecessary sitesas soon as possible, 
because so long as we retain them they will be a 
constant charge on 
buildings in repair. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I can see one 
diffi ‘ulty in the way of allowing the Secretary of 
War—whether the present or any succeeding 
one—to settle the question for himself. ‘Th pres- 
ent Seeretary might think the ex of the 
power was unnecessary, and might therefore re- 
fuse to exercise it; but the very next man who 
succet ds him micht have a contrary opinion and 


people to go on 


the Tre asury to keep the 


rcise 


acton it. Different officers see the things in 
a different heht. We ar trusting a very Import- 
ant decision to the judgment of one man Ido 


not pretend to say that any Secretary would in 
tentionally judge incorrectly, but we know how 
widely we differ in opinion is to what Is neces- 
sary. I do not mean to address myself to the 
committee ’s amendment particularly : but if it is 
at all, f desire ; 
to be amended, so 


to pass to suggest that it ought 


ad, 
such sites shall be paid 


as to r 


‘that the money 


arising from the sales of 


into the Treasury, and shall constitute a fand,’’ 
&e. I do not like this thing of kes pine accounts 


outside of the ‘Treasury. I move, therefore, to 


insert the words, **be paid into the Treasury, 
and shall,’’ to make the clause read as | have 
sugg% sted. 

Mr. HUNTER. I agree to that. 


The amendment of Mr. Brown wasacreed to; 
and the question recurred on Mr. Gryer’s 
tion to strike out the proviso as amended. 


Mr.COLLAMER. lam in favor of the amend- 


nlo- 


ment of the Senator from Missouri; but | do not 
wish that position to be taken as an intimation 
that I have not confidence in the Seeretary of 
War to the full extent of all the purpose 3 for 
which the Senators from Virginia and California 
have urged this provision. It may be that it 
would be a safe investment of discretion. tLdoubt 
it. The great objection which [ have is to the 


It extends to 


It seems to me that 


sweeping nature of the provision. 
‘all military 


%3 
sites, it roes 


infinitely be yond what the gentlemen have spoken 
of as necessary. They have told us of the use- 
lessness of some interior military sites; but there 
IS ho provision here limitn power to those 
cases, It is not confined to frontier military 
sites—it is unlimited, unqualified Under th 

power which this clause proposes to give to Un 
Secretary of War, he may sell all the fortifications 
for the defense of the city of New York, all the 


fortifications for the defense of th 
of Charleston, and 
Union. 


ity of Boston, 
of every other « ity 
He may sell, if he pl ases, at his own 
discretion, any military site in the United States, 
and all the fortifications on them. It seems to 
me that so unlimited and unqualified a power as 


in the 


this is not necessary for the purposes of which 
the gentlemen have spoken. It is certainly a very 
dangerous and unlimited provision. I cannot 
vote for it. I shall therefore support the motion 
of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I agree fully 
with my friend from Missouri, who has moved 
to strike out this clause of the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance. There are other consid- 
erations, I think, besides those which have been 
suggested, which ought to induce us to pause 
before we take a step of this character. Ido not 
at all differ in opinion from the chairman of the 


emigrants to go there and cultivate the land? At |! Committee on Finance, (Mr. Henren,} nor the 








; 
i 
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chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
{Mr. We tren,] as to the necessity of disposing 
of many of the military sites; but I think we 
ought to reserve for ourselves the decision of the 
question of selecting those sites which should be 
sold. I do not know that I should object to vest- 
ine in the Seerctary of War for the time being, 
if he had the confidence of Congress, the disposal 
of aay particular site which we might determine 
not to be necessary. But observe the language 
of this amendment. It proposes to vest in the 
Secretary of War the right ‘to sell, under the 
direction of the President, all military sites which 
have been, or which may hereafter become, un- 
necessary for military purposes.’’? Now, there 
are many reservations in the different States of 
the Union originally made for military purposes, 
which may not be necessary any longer for those 
specific purposes, but may be exceedingly im- 
portant and useful for other Government pur- 
poses. 

My friend from New York [Mr. Fisu] has 
suggested to me just now that, under this clause, 
the Secretary of War could sell Castle Garden, 
in New York city, for it is no longer necessary 
for military purposes. It isa property of im- 
mense value. He would be vested with a discre- 
tion in disposing of a property of this kind at his 
will and pleasure, without control from Congress, 
without the necessity of advertising, without 
asking for any authority from any source what- 
ever except the President of the United States. 
There would probably be no objection in regard 
to many of the frontier posts—or what were 
formerly frontier posts—to disposing of the mill- 
tary sites; but, as I have said before, sites may 
be necessary for other than military purposes. 
The gentleman from Missouri has stated to usa 
particular site—that on Rock Island. That site 
is not required, perhaps, for military purposes, 
but may be requisite for some other purpose in 
which the nation at large is interested. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will allow me 
to interrupt him, I will say that I am willing to 
postpone this provision until we can have ume 
to pre something like this system. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator allow 
this clause to be stricken out, as proposed by my 
friend from Missouri ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to agree to that. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I think 1t is best. 

The motion to strike out the proviso was agreed 
to; and the amendment of the committee, as thus 
amended, was adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the one just adopted: 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 
district courts of the United States, including the District 
of Columbia; also, for jurors and witnesses, (in aid of the 
fees arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures,) incurred 
in the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1856, and previous 
years; aud likewise tor defraying the expenses of suits in 
which the United States are concerned, and of prosecutions 


for offenses committed against the United States, and for | 


the safe-keeping of prisoners, $200,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. I will ask to have a communi- 
cation from the Department of the Interior read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

DePpaRTMENT oF THE INTERIOR, March 18, 1855. 

Sir: 
in the appropriation tor defraying the expenses of the Fed- 
eral courts during the present fiscal year, and to ask thatthe 
requisite means of supplying the same may be provided in 
the bill now before the Senate. 

When the estimates for this year were prepared, the item 


It becomes my duty to apprise you of a deficiency | 


for the expenses of the judiciary was increased one hun- | 
dred thousand dollars beyond the amount appropriated tor | 


the same object for the previous year, and it was hoped and 
expected the additional sum asked for would be as much as 
would be required to meet the increasing wants of the ser 
vice. In this expectation, however, the Department has 


been disappointed ; the expenses have increased far beyond 


what was contemplated. 

The following are suggested as some of the reasons which 
have led to this result: 

First. After the estimates of last year were submitted to 
Congress, additional courts were established in California, 
and several of the States were divided into two judicial 
districts, for which no provision has been made; and none 
Was asked for subsequently, as it was not anticipated that 
the increase in the expenses incident to such division would 
be so considerable as they have since proved to be. 


Second. Expenses for rent of court-rooms have been | 


greater than formerly; and a considerable sum has been 


required for furnishing new buildings provided for the ac- | 


commeodation of the courts. This class of expenditures will 
be likely to inereace for some time to come. 

Third. ‘The institavon of suits at various points for vio- 
lations of the neutrality laws, for frauds upon the Treasury 
of the United States, and for the enforcement of the acts 


_ priation bills. 


| of the court, and the places at which the court 


| expenditure in that Territory. 
/at every place where a court is held, and his sal- | 
ary has to be paid. 


| fees were collected, there would be more than 


' quires regulation, and regulation which can only 
' be provided for by law. The head of the Interior 


'| Finance Committee. 
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passed by Congress against the slave trade, has, of neces- 
sity, constituted a heavy charge upon the judiciary fund ; 
and such must, of necessity, contyiue to be the case, so 
long as those laws are violated. 

Fourth. The extension of the system to newly-crected 
Territories bas, likewise, been attended with considerable 
additionalexpense. These Territories are filling up with a 
rapidity unexaimpled in the past history of the country, and 
the business of the courts therein keeps pace with the set- 
Uements. Were the courts held at one or two places only 
in cach Territory, as was formerly the case in the Territo- 
ries northwest of the Ohio, the expense would still be 
large, but by no means whatit now is. This will be better 
understood trom the following statement in reference to the 
Territory of Minnesota: During the year ending 30th June, 
1853, the remittances to the marshal amounted to $5,354 16 ; 
the next year to $13,000, and the next to $13,000. By act 
of the Legislature, passed on the 7th ultimo, courts were 
directed to be held twice a year in most of the counties in 
that Territory, the annual expense ot which, it is estimated 
by the marshal, will amount to not less than $35,000. 

Fifth. While the business in the new Territories has so 
rapidly increased, there has also been a steady inerease.of 
business in the older portions of the country, which requires, 
and will no doubt continue to require, an addition to the 
amount of the annuai appropriations made by Congress on 
thataccount. 

In view of these considerations, I have the honor respect- 
fully to request that the sum of $200,000 may be appropri- 
ated to supply the deficiency in the appropriation tor the 
present fiseal ycar, and that the estimate for the next year 
may be increased from eight to ten hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

The amount now in the Treasury subject to draft is re- 
duced to about $75,000; and more than three months yet 
remain to the close of the fiscal year. . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, R. McCLELLAND, Secretary. 
Ion. R. M. T. Henter, Chairman Finance Committee, 

Senate United States. 


Mr. HUNTER. There is a large deficiency 
in the judiciary department, and it may naturally 
be asked why the estimate for it was not sooner 
presented? The amountof the deficiency was not 
known until the marshals presented their accounts, 
which are now coming in. The Department could 
not therefore estimate for the deficiency until they 
received them. There have also been some special 
causes for the large judicial expenditure during 
this year. The trials for the violation of our law 
under the neutrality act have been very expensive; 
but I think it my duty to state, further, that this 
sum is increased by some monstrous abuses which 
have crept into the execution of the machinery of 
that Department, and which cannot be rectified 
except by legislation in Congress. For instance, 
there is a provision in our law that if the fees of 
the clerk of a court do not amount to $500, the 


| continuance in session. 


Government must pay him enough to give him | 


$500; and Iam told that, in some cases where a 
court was held only one day in the year, and the 
clerk’s fee was five dollars, he came in and claimed 
$500. Iam informed also, that in some places 
courts are held open all the year round, the clerks 


haps it was not necessary to hold court more than 
twenty days. 

I learn that, in many cases, the district attor- 
nevs, instead of making several counts in one 
indictment against a prisoner, make separate in- | 
dictments for all those counts, so as to swell their 
fees. Iam told, too, that marshals, when they 
summon a witness, instead of charging $1 50 for | 
each day when the witness attended, charge that | 
sum in every case in which he is summoned as a | 
witness. | 

In regard to the Territory of Minnesota, it 
seems we have provided that the Legislature of 
the Territory may prescribe the number of terms 


shall be held, and we have to pay the expense; 
hence, as the Secretary of the Interior has re- 
marked, there is a sudden, rapid, and, it seems 
to me, most unnecessary, increase of the judicial | 
There is aclerk | 





In the District of Columbia, 
also, we pay the clerks, and they collect no fees. 
The United States have to pay: whereas, if the | 


enough to pay the salaries of the clerks. 
Everywhere, it seems to me, this system re- 


Department cannot reach it, nor can we on the 
Although some intimation 
has been thrown out to that effect, we cannot at- 
tempt to legislate for such matters on the appro- 
But it does seem to me that the | 
appropriate committees ought to take these mat- 
ters under consideration and remedy these abuses | 
—remedy them not only for the purpose of econ- | 


oo 
omizing the expenditure of public money, but for 
the sake of the public morals there ought to be 
some provision made to put an end to these 
things. As itis, although I believe there hay 
been abuses—abuses which the Department could 
not regulate—abuses growing out of the state of 
our law—yet I think that it is necessary to appro- 
priate this money. The estimate for it came jn 
only yesterday. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am very 
glad that the chairman of the Committee on F}. 
nance has brought these abuses to the notice of 
the Senate, and I hope the Committee on the Jy. 
diciary will take cognizance of them. In addition 
to the abuses of which he has spoken, there js 
another to which my attention was specially 
called a year ago, when attending one of the cir- 
cuit tourts of the United States. The circuit court 
of the United States in the district to which | 
allude necessarily holds its session for nearly the 
whole year—for large seasons of the year, trying 
not only-criminal causes, but civil causes, patent 
causes, and admiralty causes, together with a 
great many commercial causes. My attention 
was called to the fact by a person connected with 
the court, responsible and honorable, that the 
grand jury practically sat nearly the whole year 
round, and that the court either had no authority 
to discharge the grand jury or to limit their ses- 
sion, or else thatit would have been an arbitrar 
exercise of authorrty to inquire with too anak 
niceness whether their business required their 
That this abuse in the 
sittings of grand juries prevails very widely 
throughout the United States I think there is no 
manner of doubt. Then, upon this information, 
the Committee on the Judiciary would do well to 
inquire whether there cannot be some provision 
framed authorizing and directing the courts to 
inquire into the reasonableness of the duration of 
the sittings of the grand juries. The other state- 
ments about attornéys’ fees and witnesses’ fees 
I have no doubt are substantially correct as the 
honorable Senator states them. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I understand 
the honorable Senator from Virginia to say, that 
in some cases clerks and marshals have been 
allowed large sums for a court’s session of one 
day in a year, which only entitled them to five 
dollars; and that in other cases the court is fre- 
quently held throughout the year, when all its 
business might be done in twenty days. If that 
statement goes to the country in that shape, it is 
a reflection on all the district courts of the United 


ave 


| States; because, if the business of the court calls 





| for but a twenty days’ session, it is entirely with- 
thus getting five dollars for every day, when per- || 


in the power of the court to regulate the matter. 


‘|| Each court audits the accounts of its clerks and 


marshals. They all pass through the hands of 
the court; and if a district or circuit judge of the 
United States has audited a clerk’s account for 
five dollars a day throughout the year, when the 
entire business of the court could be transacted 
in twenty days, it isa very grave offense. I sub- 
mit there must be some error in that portion of 
the honorable Senator’s statement. That cannot 
be one of the abuses alluded to. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is one of the abuses; 
at least I have the authority of the Secretary of 
the Interior for stating it to be so. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, the attention of 
Congress was drawn to this subject a few years 
ago, and a thorough investigation was had in the 
other House, when Mr. McLanahan, not now a 
member, was chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. He reported a bill, which was passed, 
to limit these fees. Practically the bill amounts 
to nothing. Its object was to reduce the expenses 
of the courts, and regulate the fees of the clerks, 
marshals, and attorneys. The difficulty, in a 
very great measure, exists in an evil which an 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin, not now a 
member of this body, (Mr. Walker, ) undertook to 
reach. It arises from the fact, that the courts of 
the United States, in many judicial districts, are 
mere family concerns. The father is judge, the 
son clerk, and the cousin or nephew commis- 
sioner or district attorney, or something of that 
sort. That is the case to-day in very many of 
your largest districts, and in some of the districts 
where these abuses have gone on to a most 
enormous extent. At the time of the investiga- 
tion to which I have alluded, one case was brought 
to our attention where, in acertain criminal pros- 
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ecution, the marshal’s fees amounted to the modest 
jittle sum of $9, 000. 

After the law was passed under which you un- 
dertook to re strain these court abuses, I had oc- 
casion to appear before one of the U nited States 
courts, Where the judge was the father and the 
clerk was the son; and I found> that they only 
charged about two hundred per cent. fees over 
and above what the act of Congress allowed, and 
they thought that was very modest. [Laughter. } 
Sir, exactly as long as the evil to which I have 
alluded exists, just so long will these abuses con- 
tinue. You may pass as many laws as you 
please, but if you do not break up the close-cor- 
poration system into which your courts have 
degenerated, your laws will amount to nothing; 
they will.be laughed at. If the Judiciary Com- 
mittee will turn their attention to the subject, I 
should be pleased to learn how many district 
courts of the United States are pretty little close 
family corporations. Sir, the tale will astonish 
you when told. You will find that the exceptions 
are few; that in very many of the districts the 
system of which I have spoken exists; and as 
long as itis so these abuses will continue, and 
your deficiencies will grow up $100,000, $200,000, 
and $300,000, and will be constantly increasing 
as long as this state of things is allowed to re- 
main. I hope the judiciary committee will turn 
their attention to this subject, and will examine 
some documents which were published in the 
other House under the searching investigation 
of a very honorable and high-minded man, not 
now amember of either House—I refer to the 
report of Mr. MecLanahan, late a member of the 
House from Pennsylvania, and through whose 
agency the last fee- bill was passed. It has been 
of no practical effect; it has been a dead letter, 
and will be so as long as the state of things to 
which I have alluded continues. 

Mr. PRATT. If the abuses exist which on 
all hands are stated to exist, itappears to me that 
the remedy is to be found in the law as it now 
stands. Each clerk of a district court is obliged 
to make out his bill of fees. Before that can be 
audited or paid at the Treasury it must be certi- 
fied to by the judge as correct. The district at- 
torney is obliged to make out his bill of fees, and 
before that can be paid the judge must certify 
that the court sat on the number of days men- 
tioned in the attorney’s bill, and for which he is 
allowed by law a per diem of five dollars. It is, 
therefore, apparent, as it seems to me, that the 
whole blame, if sucha state of things exist as has 
been alleged here, rests with the judges of the 
district courts, and thatthe remedy is in our own 
hands. Ifthe charges be true, they oucht to be 
impeached and turned out; and if you impeach 
and turn out one of them, you will do more to 
prevent corruption hereafter than by any amend- 
ment you can pass to the law. A Senator says, 
in an under tone, that there is no use in trying 
that remedy. If so, there is no use in trying any- 
thing. I ask the Senator from Virginia to state 
where the case exists in which a district attorney 
has committed this fraud? I ask the Senator to 
state what district court has sat for but one day in 
the year, where a party has brought in a bill, 
under a certificate of the judge, and has been paid 
$900? 

Mr. HUNTER. I stated that there is a pro- 
vision in our law, if the clerk’s fees are less than 
$500, they are to be brought up to that amount. 

Mr. PRATT. Where is the case where the 
clerk has beerf paid an amount to which by law 
he was not entitled? 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I am not able to specify a 


{| 


case, but I am told by the Secretary of the Inte- 


rior that such cases exist. 

Mr. PRATT. The cases oucht to be specified. 
By the action which is had here you are saying 
that the district judges have not discharged their 
duty, and have not only not discharged their duty, 
but have acted corruptly. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator, perhaps, does 
not understand the provision of the law. 
not against the law; it is the law. 

Mr. PRATT. The $500 I understand to be 
due; but the other is not. Iam talking of the 
clerk, and the clerk’s fees are certified to. Take 
the case mentioned by the Senator from New 
Hampshire. There isa single case of indictment 
in which the clerk received two hundred per cent. 
more than the amount which he was authorized 


to > charge under the law of Congress. Let that 
case be known. It is not right that it should go 
abroad that such is the fact, without a specific 
statement, because it may have reference to the 
district courtin my State or in others, unless the 
particular case is stated. It ought to be stated 
who is the judge that certified the a aren for it 
could not be paid without that certific: The 
judge that certified it is manifestly « aaa and 
he ought to be impeached at once and turned out, 
If you impeach one of them, you will have here- 
after a greater guarantee for proper accountability 
than by any amendment you can place on this bill. 
The amendment was agreed to; there 
a division—ayes 20, noes 17. 
Mr. PRATT. Then we are to pay the money 
first, and inquire into the corruption afterwards. 


The next amendment of the ¢ 


being on 


sommittee on 


' Finance was to add, as a new section, the fol- 


It is || 


lowing: 


Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the joint resolu- 
tion of Congress ** to fix the compensation of the employés 
in the legislative department of the Government, and to 
prohibit the allowance of the usual extra compensation to 
such as receive the benefits hereof,’ approved July 20 
1854, and the provision in the act of March 3, 1855, whie h 
authorizes the application of the benefits of said resolution 
to apply to the librarian and assistants and messenger in the 
library of Congress, be so construed as to allow them twenty 
per centum upon the compensation provided by the seventh 
section of the act of August 4, 1854, making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government. 


Mr. HUNTER. There is a difference as to 
the construction of the law between the Com- 
mittee on Finance and the Comptroller. Every 


other employé in the Capitol has received this 
increase except the librarian and his assistants. 
It was intended that they should be included 1n 
the law,as we believe, and we propose this amend- 
ment in order to make the law conform to that 
intention. 

on 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add: 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, 
the appropriation “ for preventing and suppressing Lodian 
hostilities”? remaining in the ‘Treasury be, and the same is 
hereby, made applicable, under the direction of the Secre 
tary of War, to any expenses that may have been or shall 
be incurred by the military in any part of the Territories of 
the United States in the arrest and transportation to their 
homes of Indians wandering theretrom, and for presents to 
or hire of friendly Indians during actual or apprehended 
difficulties with hostile tribes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT. 


That the balance of 


The amendments reported 
by the Committee on Finance are now disposed of. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I offer the following amend- 
ment from the Committee on Commerce, to come 
in after the provision for filling up the grounds 
of the custom-house building at Norfolk: 

To complete the custom-house at Pensacola, Florida, 
5.000. 

" For completing the marine hospital at St. Mark’s, Florida, 
£12,000 in addition to the sum already appropriated, 

For the completion of the marine hospital at Galena, 
Illinois, $25,000 ; together with ten per centuin to cover the 
compensation to architects, superintendents, advertising, 
and other contingent expenses ; and so much as may be 
required to purchase a suitable site for the building, to be 
paid out ofany money in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated. 

These sums are according to the estimates fur- 
nished by the Treasury Department, which | have 
here on my table. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Department ask 
that they shall be appropriated in the deficiency 
bill ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir; the reason why they 
should go into the deficiency bill is, that these 
are all suspended works. The original appropri: A- 
tion for a custom-house at Pensacola, in Florida, 
was to make the purchase of a building. It was 
found that it could not be purchased for less than 
the sum of $5,000 more than the original appro- 
priation. It is therefore a suspended work, and 
the money which has been appropriated cannot 
be used. The same remark may apply to the 
appropriation for the hospital at Galena. The 
Secretary has found, on investigation, that the 
money heretofore appropri ated is not sufficient 
for completing the wor kk, and he recommends this 
additional sum. So it is iu relation to the marine 
hospital at St. Mark’s. They are really defici- 
encies. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand that these 
appropriations are recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury as deficiencies. They were, no 


doubt, designed by him to be put, if anywhere, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


into the regular appropriation 7” making appro- 


priations for the next fiscal y: 

Mr. WELLER. There is no difference be- 
tween these and other unfinished works. 

Mr. HUNTER. As my friend has just 
gested, these are nat different from ¢ 
finished works. Under this mode 
we may swell this deficiency 
amount, until we shall have pat it :a con- 
dition that it will be impossible to carry it. We 
know that it is more difficult to pass this bill 
through both Houses than any other appropria- 
tion bill, or thanall the others put together. There 
is a prejudice against bills of this kind; and yet 
itis now proposed to incumber appropriations 
necessary to enable the Government to go on by 
inserting a controverted item—an item that al- 
ways does beget controversy and difference of 
opinion. Of all places in the world this is the 
most inappropriate for it. 

Are we prepared at this time, and upon this 
deficiency bill—which is designed to supply the 
wants of the present fiscal year—to go into in- 
quiries as to our marine hospital system and 
custom-house system? We know, that in the 
House of Representatives a measure of economy 
was sought to be introduced b vy the Committe eof 
Ways and Means. When they reported the = 
they sought to inserta provision which would d 
away with the marine hospital system to some 
extent, but the House determined to have noth- 
ing to do with it on this bill, but struck it all out. 
I think the Senate will be wise if they also adopt 
that determination, and adhere to it. If this 
amendment goes into the bill it will be weighed 
down by a multitude of others as much entitled 
to be placed on the bill as this. I hope the Senate 
will keep off all such amendments. 


is 


sug- 
un- 
of proce ding 
bill to almost any 
in suc] : 


other 


Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate to make one 
single discrimination between this amendment 
and that class to which the Senator from Vir- 


ginia has alluded. In all the hospitals and all 
the custom-houses which are now being erected, 
where there may be found deficiencies, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce has made no recommenda- 
tion, and proposes to make none;“but in these 
three » Where actual appropriations have 
been made, but where it is found, on the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the money 
appropriated is inadequate, and that nothing 
can be done without supplying this deficiency, 
the committee has recommended appropriations. 
This bill is full, from beginning to end, of pro- 
visions which are precisely similar to this in prin- 
ciple. The very amendment which precedes it, 
is one which is of a similar character. 


cases 


Mr. HUNTER. What amendment is that? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is that in relation to filling 
up the grounds around the custom-house at Nor- 
fulk. ‘That is an original appropriation—not 


really a deficiency. Ido anything 
in relation to new works; but these three appro- 
priations are to supply a deficiency which really 
exists; and without this provision the money 
which is now in the Treasury appropriate ‘d for 
them cannot be used. Letall other works stand, 
and go intoageneral bill. They areall estimated 
for by the Secretary of the T re asury; I do not 
say recommended, ‘but estimates are furnished, 
and they are reported from the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to say one word in 
regard to the appropriation for Norfolk. It was 
recommended as a deficiency, by the Secretary 

of the Treasury, because it was necessary to com- 
plete the custom-house and the grounds; and it 
was requisite that, if done at all, it should be done 
before the sickly months set in, so that, as faras 
the public buildings are concerned, Norfolk may 
not be exposed to additional danger from pesti- 
lence. But, sir, if the Senator from Maine thinks 
that, because of such an appropriation as that— 
an appropriation designed to save that unhappy 
and unfortunate city from pestilence—we are to 
hang on to the bill these other appropriations, 
and that my mouth is to be sealed, | say let him 
strike it out; let it go out. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, one of these 
appropriations 1s to comple te the marine hospital 
at St. Mark’s, in the State of Florida, and the 
other provision in the amendment with reference 
to Florida is for a custom-house at Pensacola. 
I feel less interest in the immediate passage of 
the appropriation for the custom-hovse, for | am 


not propose 
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satisfied that it will pass in the general appropria- 
tion bill: but! wish to bring to the notice of the Sen- 
ate the fact, that we have heretofore appropriated 
$5,000 for a marine hospital at St. Mark’s, and 
that the whole country at large, all the commer- 
cial interests of the country ,are directly interested 
in the establishment of a marine hospital at that 
St. Mark’s is a very large shipping port, 
and is without any facilities for attention to sick 
and disabled seamen. During the last epidemic 
there, when the yellow fever prevailed, sick and 
disabled se amen. absolut ly died in considerable 
numbers for the want of the usual accommoda- 
tions. In all eases of epidemic, the inhabitants 
themselves leave the place; and there being no 
one left to provide for them, the seamen necessa- 
rily suffer on board the vessels where they are 
confined. Attention to the sick and disabled sea- 
men ofour commercial States has fallen somewhat 
expensively upon the inhabitants of St. Mark’s, 
wihout at the same time affording to the seamen 
that attention which they ought to receive. 

This appropriation, I have no doubt, would be 
passed some months hence without difficulty; but 
the sickly season is coming on, and the Secretary 
of the Treasury ought to be provided with some 
means of taking care of our seamen at this point. 
I hope that, if other appropriations shall not be 
passed, at least this deficieney—for it is a defi- 
creney— will not be rejected, The lowest bid 
which the Department has had for a marine hos- 
pital at that place has been $15,000. Only $5,000 
have been appropriated to complete it. They 
have the land on which to erect 1t; and they are 
only waiting for the money in order to commence 
operations, There is a great public necessity for 
it; and | hope this appropriation will be adopted. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask for a division of the 
amendment. [ may be disposed to vote for a 
part of what it provides for. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the vote will be 
taken singly. 

The PRESIDENT. They will be considered 
as separate amendments, 

The Secretary read the first of Mr. Hamuin’s 
amendments, as follows: 


point. 


To complete the custom-house at Pensacola, Florida, 
5,000 

Mr. RUSK. T hope that the amendments of- 
fered by the Senator from Maine will be rejected. 
Everybody who has paid any attention to this 
matter knows that the insertion of a provision for 
the marine hospitals caused the defeat of this 
very deficiency bill in the House of Representa- 
tives. With that warning before us, I think their 
insertion by the Senate would be very improper, 


for there are many deficiencies for which this bill | 


provides that are required for immediate service. 
Besides, these amendments provide for only two 
or three marine hospitals. | admit good reasons 
are given for making appropriations for them, 
but { think the committee ought not to select two 


or three places for marine hospitals arfll leave out | 
It looks too much like favoritism. | 


all the rest. 
i shall vote against the proposed amendments, 
and I trust the Senate will not insert them, be- 


cause I think this bill is an inappropriate place; | 
and then, if we have appropriations for such ob- | 


‘jeets as these, let them not be for one or two or 
three particular objects, but let us take up the 
whole subject, and make the appropriations wher- 
ever they are necessary. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now on 
the next amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
to insert: 

For completing the marine hospital at St. Marks, Flori 
da, $12,000, in addition to the sum already appropriated. 

The amendment was rejected ; there being, 
a division—ayes 14, noes 20. 

The remaining amendment of Mr. Hamur 
was rejected; it is as follows: 


on 


For the completion of the marine hospital at Galena, 
Tihnois, $25,000, together with ten per cent. to cover the 
compensation to architects, superintendents, advertising, 
and other contingent expenses, and so much as may be 
necessary to purchase a suitable site tor the buildimg, to be 


paid Out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap 
propriated. 


Mr. BROWN. Loffer an amendment to come 


in after the provision for continuing the work on 
the Washington aqueduct: 


Por rebuilding the Franklin engine-house, including the 


purchase of a suitable lot theretor, under the direction of | 


she Commissioner of Public Buildings, $5,000. 


In regard to this amendment I will offer a word 
or two of explanation. 
propriated $6,000 to improve one of the triangu- 
lar spaces on Pennsylvania avenue. The law is 
so worded that it does not provide for the re- 
moval and rebuilding of a house belonging to the 
Government which is already on that space. 
The Seerctary of the Interior hardly felt at lb- 
erty to tear down the house and leave the Gov- 
ernment property which is protected by it unshel- 
tered. The work has been suspended from that 
time until now awaiting the action of Congress. 
The appropriation was simply for the inclosure 


and improvement of the space. The first thing to I] 


be done was to tear down the house which belongs 
to the Government, and which protects the Gov- 
ernment engine—an engine absolutely essential, 
or which may become so, for the protection of the 
Treasury buildings. It was put there for that 
purpose. If you tear away the house, and pro- 
vide no place for the protection of the engine and 
apparatus, they must necessarily go to ruin. 

f the Senate shall think proper to reject the 
amendment in this form, simply because of the 
disposition of the Senator from Virginia not to 
have this bill crowded, shall ask that the $6,000 
already appropriated be devoted to this object 
instead of iraproving the ground, for the result of 


your appropriation, as it now stands, will be to | 


tear down your house, and let your property go 
to ruin; it will be commencing wrong end fore- 
most. I wish to have this appropriation made 
now, so that the work may be commenced. I 
have the Secretary of the Interior’s estimate for 
it, as well as the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, and everything 
else which is necessary. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that we are 
making very liberal appropriations for the Dis- 
trict without this amendment, and I hope the bill 
will not be embarrassed by it. We are required 
this year to make large appropriations for many 


| objects—for fortifications, and for various other 


purposes. I think that what we already propose 
to do in this billis enough at present for the Dis- 
trict. We are providing for the continuation of 


'ment for a year. 
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of the public property. 

















is _ March 19, 


_house. The Secretary of the Interior, under th, 
Last year Congress ap- || 


circumstances, has made no recommendation, as 
far as I know, and I suppose the matter would 
go before the Committee on Public Buildings j¢ 
he had intended to make such a recommendation, 
The Secretary declined to expend the appropri- 
ation made last year until an opportunity should 
be offered to apply to Congress to see if they 
would make a grant of this character. That jc 
the mode in which it comes before us. I do not 
think this appropriation proper for a deficiency 
bill, and therefore I shall vote against it. 

Mr. BROWN. The Secretary of the Interior 
has simply suspended the work. The Senator 
from Virginia talks of postponing the improve- 
Let me tell him that the Spee. 
retary of the Interior will not feel authorized to 
postpone it another season. He has already 
stretched his power; but he did it for the safery 
If you refuse to make 
this appropriation, he will hardly feel authorized 


| toallow another season to go by without making 


| United States is placed for safety. 


the improvement. 

Mr. HUNTER. It can be postponed till the 
general appropriation bill is passed. 

Mr. BROWN. That will be in the fall. 

Mr. PRATT. If this appropriation should not 
vo into the bill, [ cannot coneeive what should 
be inserted init. AsI understand the case, there 
is a small public square on which there is an 
engine-house, in which an engine belonging to the 


An appro- 


| priation was made last year authorizing the use 


| house shall be taken down. 


the water-works, and we ought not to embarrass || 


our bill with this provision, which is not to ac- 
complish any necessary object. 
ator will not press it. 

Mr. BROWN. The District of Columbia has 
much less interest in this matter than the Senator’s 
ownconstituents. The District of Columbia has 
no interest in it at all, nor has any resident of this 
city. It is strictly a Government work. 
stated in the beginning, the house belongs to the 


Government property. 


As 1 | 


I hope the Sen- | 


Government built the engine-houses here, and | 


bought the engines which are in them for the pro- 
tection of Government property. 


| in the neighborhood of the rreasury building, 


and was put there for the special design of pro- 
tecting that building. 
tlemen in Washington have charge of this prop- 
erty; but the property itself belongs to the Gov- 
ernment. 
on which itstands, nearly opposite Willard ’s hotel, 
to be improved, and if you tear down the house, 
you willhave your engine and apparatus standing 
out of doors. The Secretary of the Interior has 


| not applied the $6,000 appropriated last year, 
because he did not feel authorized to reconstruct | 


- = 
} Se carton of the Square fora year. 


the house. The law being so worded, in his opin- 
ion, as not to authorize him to do that, he has 
suspended the work; nothing has been done. If 
hw should tear down the house, the engine and 
apparatus would be left out of doors. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
appropriation will be only to postpone the im- 
I think we 
rad better do that. 

Mr. BAYARD. As I understand it, this ap- 


propriation is not among the estimates which 


A company of young gen- | 


This one stands | 


You have ordered the triangular space | 


of this square for other purposes, which involved 
the necessity of taking down that house. Now, 
the Secretary of the Interior has postponed ear- 
rying out the objects of the appropriations of last 
year, because he has no other place in which to 
put the engine of the United States after that 
It seems to me that 
this is a case requiring peremptorily that an ap- 
propriation should go into the present bill, if any- 
thing should. If that house be taken down, where 
will you put yourengine? Will you suffer it to 
remain in the streets? It seems to me this is a 
al ease for placing an appropriation in this 
vill. 

Mr. BROWN. I have a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, showing his views on the 


| subject, which I will have read, ifanybody desires 


it. 
Several Senators. Let the letter be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, March 17, 1856. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 15th instant, inclosing a peti- 


Government; the ground on which it stands be- |! tion presented to your committee by and in behalf of the 
: = Sle , rh 


longs to the Government; the building shelters | 
The truth is, that the | 


Franklin Engine Company, asking that arrangements be 
made for the accommodation of the engine and apparatus 
of that company before the house in which the same are 
now kept is taken down in pursuance of the act of 3d of 
March last, and, in reply, to say that, in the view of this 
Department, the application is one which should be re- 
ceived with favor. ‘The engine intrusted to the care of that 


, company belongs, as I am advised, to the Government, 


| having been purchased for the protection of the public build- 


ings situated in the immediate vicinity of the house in which 
itis kept. Those buildings, with the exception of that oc- 
cupied by the Treasury Department, not being fire-proof, 


| are constantly in danger of being destroyed, and the neces- 


came to us from the Secretary of the Treasury | 


at the commencement of the session. An appro- 
priation was made last year for the improvement 
of the grounds south of the President’s house, 
the amount being, I believe, $6,000. The Frank- 
lin Fire Company, which has oceupied the engine- 
house purchased for the protection of the Presi- 
dent’s house, claimed that they were entitled to 


The effect of refusing this || 


a portion of this money in order to erect another || 


ity of having a well-organized fire-company within a con- 
venient distance is very urgent. It is well known that the 
members of the company now organized receive no com- 
pensation for their services. It is a voluntary association, 
and as such it is understood to be willing to render such 
service as may be required of it, asking only suitable ac- 
commodations for the safe keeping of the apparatus in their 
custody. These should be furnished, and I therefore re- 
spectfully recommend that the following appropriation be 
made for that purpose : 

For rebuilding the Franklin engine-house, including the 
purchase of a suitable lot therefor, under the direction of 
the Commissioners of the Public Buildings, $5,000. 

The papers inclosed in your letter are herewith returned 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, R. McCLELLAND, Secretary. 
Hon. A. G. Brown, Chairman Committee on the District 

of Columbia, Senate United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLEN. Iam direeted by the Committee 


on Agriculture, in accordance with a reconamenda- 
tion of the Commissioner of Patents, to propose 
the following amendment: 


For the collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agricultural and rural economy, and the pro- 


| curement and distribution of cuttings and seeds, to be 


expended under the direction of the Commissioner of 
Patents, $20,000. 
I ask for the reading of the Commissioner’s 


letter, explaining the object of the appropria- 
tion. 
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1856. — 


Th letter was re he as Silewe: s: 
Unirep Staves Parent Orrice, March 4, 1856. 

I understand that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have not provided in the deficiency bill, lately intro 
igced into the House, funds for this office which have 
peen and are about to be expended for the distribution of 
seeds, cuttings, &c. 

Should it be the pleasure of your committee to recom- 
mend an appropriation of $20,000 on said bill, $3,000 of 
rich are deficit, $10,000 re quire d for the distribution of 
ds, &e., On hand, and $7,000 for the procurement of 
it — other seeds, intended for fall sowing, you will 
u ppl .in a reasonable degree, the wants of the agricultural 
jortion of the community. 

| have no doubt, from the benefits which have been alre: udy 
derived trom the appropriations in years past, that such a 
cum could be advantageously employed in furtherance of 
eneral objects of the agricultural branch of this office. 
~ Ve ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES MASON, 


Sir: 


witt 


Commissioner. 


Hon. Pattie ALLEN, Chairman of the Committee on Agri- 
culture. United States Senate. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I have no 


doubt that this amendment will 
concurrence of a majority of the Senate. I re- 
member the time when this matter was proposed, 
and from its inception I have held the belief that 
it would lead to what it is fast leading to—the 
establishment of an Agricultural Bureau. I be- 
lieve, however, that there will be no chance to 
stop it until it grows larger. For myself, I shall 
be content with voting against the amendment, 
for | know that it is useless to resist it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I believe that if the amend- 
ment should succeed, as I trust it will, it will do 
more to carry the gentleman’s bill through the 
other House thanany otheramendment which has 
fleen adopted to-day. If it should be attended by 
such results as the honorable Senator anticipates, 
I shall be exceedingly gratified. If we should 
have an Acricultural Bureau, I think it would be 
a great blessing to the couniry. However, I fear 
that a proposition to $20 .UU0 for 
acricultural purposes will not be blessed with 
such a result as the gentleman anticipates. I 
hope the amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam instructed by the 
mittee on Public Buildings to offer some 
ments to this bill, all relating to the repairs 
of public works in the District of Columbia. I 
received a communication from the Secretary 
the Interior, in the month of February, 
Ing a list of such appropri ations as he 
ought to be introduced into the 
From the character of the 


meet with the 


appropriate 


Com- 
amend- 


contain- 
thought 
deficiene y bill. 
works, 


there is a 
necessity for proceeding with them before the 
summer season shall have passed away. The 


committee, after acting upon the recommendation, 
decided against some and have adopted others as 
essential. The amendments which | now offer 
include all of which they approved: 

For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, $3,000 ; 

For taking care of the grounds south ot the President’s 
house, continuing the improvements of the same, and keep- 
ing them in order, $3,000 ; 

For filling up and draining the grounds in the vicinity of 
the national green-houses, known as the Botanic Garden, 
and for walling the creek which passes through the same, 
$5,650 ; 

For continuing the grading and planting with trees the 
unimproved portions ot the mall, $10,000 ; 

For the construction of a sewer in Judiciary Square, 
$6,000 ; 

For filliag up a ravine in Judiciary Square, $3,000 ; 

For placing the sewer-openings along Pennsylv: unia av- 
enue under the footway, and trapping the same, $8,000 ; 

For the purchase of one dozen iron settees for Latayette 
Square, $175; 

For repairing the old portion of the Patent Office build- 
ing, constructing water-closets therein, and casual repairs 
of the east wing of said building, $4,000. 

For the pure hase of trees and tree-boxes, $5,000. 


[ ask for the reading of the letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, | of which I have spoken. 
The letter was read, as follows. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WasuinoTon, February 26, 1856. 

Sir: Among the appropriations asked for by the Depart- 
ment, and embraced in the estimates which were printed 
and distributed at the commencement of the present session 
of Congress, there are some for the continuation of improve- 
ments already begun, and for others deemed necessary for 
promoting the healthfulness and beauty of this city, which 
itis very desirable should be made as soon as possible, so 
the - the present season for such work may not be lost. 

I send you herewith a list of those appropriations, with 
a reference to the pages of the printed estimates on which 
they may respectively be found. 

For my general views on this subject, I beg to refer you 
to the 4th and 15th pages of my last annual report, a printed 
copy of which, in a convenient form, I send herewith. 

I teel coufident of your concurrence with me in the pro- 
priety of these recommendations; and, as it wiil readily 
occur to you that some of these appropriations are for 


of 


improvements which, if not commenced before the passage 
of the general appropriation bill, will have to remaim until 
the spring of 1857, | submit the subject for the consideration 
of your committee, with the ba suggestion, that thev be 
inserted in the deficiency bill now about to be rep roe 


I am informed that it is not unusual to make provision in 


the deficiency bills for objects whieh, though not strietly 
of the nature of deficiencies, are not of that regular annual 
character of which the general appropriation bills are com 
posed. 

[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, R. MecCLELLAND, Secretar 
Hon. J. A. Bavarp, Chairman Committee on Public Build 

ings, United States Senate. 


The PRESIDENT. The question will be taken 
on the amendments separately. Th 
For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, $3,000. 
Mr. BROWN. Lam not going to oppose the 
amendment, for I think itis right and proper; but 
I had intended to say, on the first occasion when 
any appropriation should come up for the repair 
of Pennsylvania avenue, that th 


first is: 


e levis] ition upon 


the subject ought either to be amended, or, if’ it 
be sufficie nt, i ous rht to be t nforeed. We make 
these appropriations from year to year for repairs 
upon that avenue, and why : re they necessary ? 
The necessity in most cases estan in this 
way: some one wants to turn eas into his house: 
the paving stones are taken up, trenches are 
dug, the dirt is thrown lightly back, a rain falls 


and the first time a heavy omnibus passes over the 
place, it is crushed down. W hy, sir, if you will 
notice the avenue as you walk home from the 
Capitol, you will find that the pavement is taken 


up In more places than one alone the avenue, and 
has been up for the last three months. The bricks 
are taken up, and are allowed to remain up. I 


confess that | for one am getting tired of voting 
for these appropriations, we have 
law to prevent private trespasses upon the work 
done by the Government. The law eht to be 
amended or enforced. 


unless some 


Supposing ¢ that this subject properly belonged 
to the Committee Distriet of C of 
which Lam amember, I had intend 2 hen the 
first appropriation shouk 1 be asked, to siege sea 
stringent provision against this constant taking 
up of the pavements which the Government lays 
down, and half putting them back again. Though 
I do not mean i oppose this proposition, | five 
notice that L will, the has closed, 
ask Congress to passa law to prevent individuals 
making these constant encroachments upon the 
work of the Government. You cannot kee p Penn- 
sylvania avenue in repairif every citizen of Wash- 


on t! ‘I ae na, 


be fore 


SeSSLON 


| ington is allowed to take it up when he chooses, 


and then after half fixing it, pay no further atten- 
tion to it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not understand that these 
repairs are necessary in that way, but from the 
ordinary wear and tear of the avenue. That, at 
least, is the statement of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to me. The work must neces- 
sarily be carried on constantly, in order to pre- 
vent much greater expense by letting the injury 
go to ane xtent involving three or four times the 
cost of atime ly repair ;and therefore it is ce rtainly 
a proper provision to be put in the deficiency bill. 
This is the time when the work can be best done, 
and these repairs must be made from time to time. 
This is the reason why the Committee on Public 

Juildings agree to the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Interior. As to the subje ct to 
which the honorable Senator from Mis sSISSIppl 
has referred, I shall have no objection to the legis- 
lation of which he speaks. 

Mr. WELLER. I suppose it is indispensably 
necessary to repair the avenue, and the Gene ral 
Government alone has the power over it. 

The amendment was adopted. 


The following amendments of Mr. 
were agreed to without a division: 

For taking care of the grounds south of the President’s 
house, continuing the improvements of the same, and keep- 
ing them in order, $3,000. 

For filling up and draining the grounds in the vicinity of 
the national green-houses, known as the Botanic Garden, 
and for walling the creek which passes through the same, 
$5,650. 

The next amendment was: 

For continuing the grading and the planting with trees 
the unimproved portions of the mall, 310,000. 


Mr. BAYARD. We reduced the whole 
mate one half, in order that they might go on with 
the work in the interim between now and the 


BayARD 


esti- 


| commencement of the next fiscal year, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment—to insert 
For 


25 00 


the construction of a sewer in Judiciary Square, 


was adopted. 

The next amendment was agreed to, as follows: 

For filling up a ravine in Judiciary Square, &3,000 

The next amendment was: 

For placing the sewer openings along Pennsylvania ave 
nue under the footway, and trapping the same, 88,000 

Mr. WELLER. I am voti for all these 
amendments, supposing them to be deficiencies. 
l cat my friend trom Virginia to tell me whether 
the ‘prope rdeficiencies; if they are, of course 
they : ought to be inserted in this bill. 

Mr. HU NTER. I believe that I did agree, as 


a member of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
that these appropriations for the repair of Penn- 
sylvania avenue, &e., ought to be put in the bill 
as necessary for the current service of the year 
I dare say most of them might go in under that 
head; but Ll believe it would be better if we were 
to withdraw them all, and wait until we shall 
have the general appropriation bill before us, in 


which they may be properly inserted. IL. think it 


may be better that this bill should not be embar- 
rassed with them. We have alre idy inserted an 
appropriation for the water-works; and I would 


recommend to the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Buildings that he withdraw these provis 
ions until the general appropriation bill shall come 
up. 

Mr. BAYARD. I cannot assent to that. 
committee di cided th itil Was a necessary appro- 
priation; and in my own judgment, it is just as 
proper to put it in this billas inany other, unless 


The 


you mean to refuse the appropriation for the 
whole year; beeause it is a positive farce to put 
thie appropriations in th reneral bill, when the 
period of time at which the money ean be used 
will have gone by. You must either refuse the 
appropriation altogether, or it becomes mere ly 
nominal, if you do not putit in this bill. The 
Secretary of the Interior recommends that they 
should all go into the deficiency bill; and they ar 
jusiase ssential to be putinthe | villon that ground, 


as any of the other items whi a eas been insert- 


ed. [do not know what ts the object otherwise 
of a deficiency bill. Is it to provide that, where 
the officers of the executive Government have 
expent led mont y Ww ithout authority, their act a 
be made good? Is that alone the object of 

deficieney bill, that, when they have thus ex- 


pended money without authority, you may make 
provision for it? 

Now, l have suppose d that the object of a de- 
ficiency bill was to provide for the exigencies of 
the pub lie service, which require an immediate 
application of the public money. I do not 
from what source that necessity arises. 


care 
That is 
a perfectly immaterial point, if the character of 
the work be such as to re quire » that an appropri- 
made not at all, so as to 
be practically useful. ‘That is just as good areason 
for putting it into a de ‘ficiency bill, or any other 
which could be assigned. 

The Committee on Public Buildings went over 
with care all the recommendations which were 
contained in the list sent by the Secretary with 
the letter which has been read. oe went over 
them, and rejected nearly one half, bee we 
did not consider that they were absolutely nec 
sary to be appropriated fornow. The others we 
thought connected themselves with the health of 
the city and with the progress of Pe slic works 
which ought not to be suspended; and it was 
therefore considered necessary i the appro- 
priation should be made now, as otherwise the 
whole benefit must be postponed for a year, I 
cannot consent to withdraw the amendments; the 
Senate will vote them down if it pleases. I have 
no interest in the matter, other than my own con- 
victions of what is right to be done. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not mean to raise any 
technical objection. I will remark, in reference 
“ one statement of the Senator from Delaware, 

that there is no ap propriation in this bill of which 
I am aware, for repaying money expended by the 
officers of the Government without the authority 
of law. Iam not aware that there is an item in the 
bill for any such purpose. There are appropri- 
ations in the bill providing more money for the 
current expenses of the year. I admit that simi- 
lar provisions to these have been incorporated into 
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the deficiency bill; but since we had a conference 
on that subject in the committee, the Senate have 
determined to enlarge the appropriation for many 
objects—for fortifications and others—and it 
seems to me that we ought to cut off on some- 
thine. IUthink it better, therefore, especially as 
this bill might be embarrassed by these appro- 
sriations, to reserve them for the general bill. 
That course may postpone some of them for a 
year, or until the coming fall; but [ believe we 
had better do even that, and secure what we have 
already inserted in this bill for this District, than 
run the risk of losing all. 

I know there is much reason in what has been 
said by the Senator from Delaware, {[Mr. Bayarp;] 
yet, on the whole, I think he would consult the 
interests of the District by waiting until the gen- 
eral appropriation bill shall come up; but he will 
take his own course. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will not suppose that a 
committee of the House of Representatives, or the 
House itself, will reject necessary and proper ap- 

ropriations merely on the score of their amount. 
i think these appropriations requisite; they are 
for objects which connect themselves essentially 
with the health of the city of Washington. Take, 
for instance, the sewer of Judiciary square: the 
corporation of Washington constructed a part of 
it; they have decided that it is necessary to pre- 
serve the public health; but that sewer cannot be 
constructed unless we make this appropriation. 
Everybody who knows anything about it must 
nec ssarily know that it is essential to health, 
and if the appropriation is not made now it must 
be put by fora whole year. I might illustrate 
other things in the same way: for instance, in 
regard to draining. All these appropriations, I 
believe, are necessary to be made, and they would 
undoubtedly go into a general appropriation biil; 
but if they are not voted now they might as well 
not be made for this yearatall. I cannot suppose 
that, for the sake of the small sum of $30,000, 
the House of Representatives will imperil the 
whole bill or any portion of the bill. It is im- 
puting to them a disposition to cavil at the amend- 
ments of the Senate which I will not believe exists 
until I find that it does exist in fact. 

Mr. HUNTER. Although I did assent to 
this appropriation as a member of the Committee 
on Pubhie badines, yet on reflection I think that 
it had better not be put in this bill. IL cannot 
vote for it. I befieve that we will be running the 
risk of prejudicing this bill, which is a difficult 
one to carry. The Senate can insert these ap- 
ey eeeeery in the general bill; and if that course 
ye pursued it will only make a difference of two 
or three months. Ido not think that the Senator 
should press them, therefore, in this place, when 
the effect may be to prejudice the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The nextamendment of Mr. Bayarp was read, 
as follows: 


For the purchase of one dozen iron settees for Lafayette 
square, ylio. 


Mr. BAYARD. That amendment was only 
offered because it was small. Ido not care a 
straw about it. Ido not know that it is necessary 
or material, and I will withdraw it. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the amendment will be allowed to be withdrawn. 

There was no objection. 

The next amendment of Mr. Bayarp was— 

Por repairing the old portion of the Patent Office building, 
constructing water-closets therein, and casual repairs of 
the east wing of said building, $4,000. 

Mr. BAYARD. This is an essential improve- 
ment necessary for the health and comfort of the 
employés in the office. 

Pie amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was 
For the purehase of trees and tree boxes, $5,000. 


Mr. BAYARD. The ground on which this 
amendment was recommended is that, unless the 
appropriation be made now, the season will pass 
away at which the trees can be planted. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYAR}). T have one other amendment 
to offer, which is strictly, and in all respects, a 
deficiency. At the last session, Congress appro- 
priated $1,000 for the purchase of furnaces for 
the library. On examination and inquiry, the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings found that it 


than $1,500; andthey were put up at acost of 


$1,500. The amendment which I propose is, 

For an additional furnace erected for the Library of Con- 
gress, 3500. 

The sum is due, and itis necessary that it 
should be appropriated. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia to offer an 
amendment which is reeommended from the De- 
partment in a letter which has been already read 
at the instance of the honorable Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp.] The amendment is: 

For repairs of the navy-yard and upper bridges of the 
eastern branch of the Potomac river, $11,009. 

Mr. BAYARD. The reason why the Com- 


mittee on Publie Buildings have not acted on this 
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appropriations to be placed in this bill for the 
District of Columbia, is a better judge than the 
Senator from Virginia in reference tothem. Tho 
Secretary of the Interior has recommended in his 
letter that this appropriation be placed in the de. 
ficiency bill for the reason, of course, that it is 
necessary, and because, if placed in the bill to 
which the honorable Senator wishes to assign jt 
the appropriation would come too late. eo 

Now, with all deference to the judgment of my 
friend from Virginia, I submit to the Senate thet 
the Secretary of the Interior (whose duty it is 


‘to submit recommendations, and upon whose 


proposition, and therefore why I could not offer | 


it, was that in the list of appropriations which 
the Secretary of the Interior thought ought to be 
put into the deficiency bill, the person copying it 
in his office omitted several appropriations, and 
I knew nothing of them until the day before yes- 
terday. Since then I have had no time to assem- 
ble the committee. JT had intended, if this bill 
should not be passed to-day, to call them together 


to-morrow morning, in order to take their judg- | 
ment on three appropriations, one of which is of | 


a considerable amount; but I did not feel myself 


at liberty to offer them without having been sub- | 


mitted to the consideration of the committee. It 
arose from no neglect of mine; but from the fact, 
that, in copying the list of the appropriations, 


which the Secretary meant to recommend, three | 


items were omitted; this is one of them. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 will reduce the appropriation 
to $5,000. It is included with the reeommendation 
for the repairs of the Long Bridge across the Po- 
tomac, which caused the amount to be stated at 
$11,000. The committee have confined the prop- 


over the eastern branch of the Potomac. 


recommendations, or on those of other heads of 
Departments similarly situated, the Senator has 
asked for all the appropriations reported by his 
committee) is an officer whose judgment, in ref. 
erence to the necessity of any appropriations for 
such purposes as this, is to be taken rather than 
the judgment of the Senator from Virginia, who 
admits that he has never heard of the necessity of 
the appropriation before, and he knows nothing 
about it. He only opposes it because he knows 
nothing about it. ° 

Mr. WELLER. That isa very good reason, 

Mr. PRATT. It may be; but we knew noth- 
ing about the appropriations placed on the billat 
the instance of the Senator from Virginia; yet we 
voted for them, because we knew that he and the 
committee of which he was chairman had exam- 
ined them, and because we knew that those ap- 
guanerences had been recommended by the proper 

epartments of the Government, as has been 
stated. Does not the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, which has reported this natant 
stand precisely in the same position as the com- 
mittee of which the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia is the chairman? Here is an appropriation 
supported by recommendations similar to those 
which he has offered; and there is no difference 


|| between them, except that this comes from the 
osiuon so as to limit the repairs to the bridges | 


Instead | 


of the $11,000 that were asked for, only $5,000 | 


are proposed for the repairs of those bridges. 
Even that sum may be more than is necessary; 
but I think not. The Secretary has asked thatit 
may be placed in this bill. 


{ assume that he | 


would not so ask unless it were necessary for the | 


preservation of the means of access to the Dis- 
trict from Maryland, from which we get all we 
eat here. I presume that, unless this repair was 
necessary for that purpose, he would not have 


' asked that it should be placed on this bill. There- 


_ fore it is properly here. 


The estimate of $5,000 


is not too large, but, if it should be, the money | 


will not all beexpended. I apprehend there will 
be no difficulty either here or in the other House 
beeause of this amendment. It is simply for 


| keeping in repair the bridges across the Eastern 
| Branch, which give the people of Maryland ac- 


cess to the District, and the people of the District 
access to the State of Maryland. 
Mr. HUNTER. Here is avery doubtful prop- 


osition at best. We have no report from any 


| engineer as to what is to be the cost of the work 


proposed, and no report from anybody who un- 
derstands the subject, as to what is wanting for 
these bridges. But if we had, it is a matter 


| which ought to go into the general appropriation 


| bill,and not into this deficiency bill. 


of Washington, they would say that the 


There is no 
deficiency for this purpose; nothing has been un- 
dertaken by Congress in relation to it, and it is 
not a work which has to be carried on. With 
the exception of the estimate which the Senator 
says came from the Department of the Interior, we 
have not information enough to enable us to know 
whether it is better to repair these bridges or build 
new ones, or whether we will continue to assume 
the responsibility of keeping up bridges for the 
city of Washington, Nor do I know why the 
Committee on the District of Columbia have con- 
fined themselves to the bridges on the Eastern 
Branch, and say nothing of that over the Poto- 
mac river. I think,if it were left to the people 

baile 
over the Wtomac river is more important tothem, 
so far a8 the question of supplies is concerned, 
than the bridges over the Eastern Branch; but none 
of them ought to be included in this bill. [hope 
the Senate will vote down this amendment. 


Mr. PRATT. The question is whether the |, 
Secretary of the Interior, whose official duty it is | 


was impossible to obtain the furnaces for less || to ascertain and réport what are the essential 


| ference. 


| subordinate committees of the Senate. 


| Virginia does not understand them? 


humble Committeé on the District of Columbia, 
and the appropriations for which he has asked, 
amounting to very much more, come from a 
higher committee—the Committee on Finance. If 
there be any other earthly difference, in the opin- 
ion of any Senator on this floor, between this 
amendment coming from the committee of which 
Tama member, and all of them, or any one of 


| those which have been adopted at the instance 


of the Senator to-day, I ask him to state that dif- 
There is none. 

If there be that distinction, let us abolish the 
If they 
are to be considered as subordinate—if nothing is 
to pass except what my honorable friend knows 
to be right, let nothing be introduced in the Senate 
except what has been antecedently referred to the 
committee of which he is the able head. Why 


-did you send to the Committee on the District of 


Columbia recommendations to be examined into, 
if, when we have asked the Senate to pass them, 
the only objection offered is that the Senator from 
The only 
objection to their being passed is, that he has not 
made up his mind that an engineer has reported 


on it, or that itis proper to be passed. Now, I 


submit to the Senate that, unless the other com- 
mittees of this body are to be considered as en- 
tirely subordinate to the committee of which he 


is chairman, this appropriation should be passed, 


because it is upon its face equally necessary, and 
comes sanctioned by equal authority with any 
which he has reported. 

Mr. HUNTER. According to the doctrine of 


| the Senator from Maryland, we have nothing to 
| do but to pass the estimates and recommendations 
of the heads of the Depariments as they are sent 


to us; We are not allowed to discriminate; if we 
do so, we are met with the objection that we are 
setting up our judgment against that of the head 
of a Department! Sir, do not our committees 
discriminate? do they report blindly whatever is 
recommended? [hope not. Does it follow that 
we can have no knowledge of these bridges over 
which we travel so often except what is given to 
us by the Secretary of the Interior? If he had 
the information, why did he not present it? The 
Senator from Maryland, himself, has altered the 
appropriation. He first proposed $11,000; his 
proposition now is to appropriate $5,000. ‘There 
is a great difierence between the two propositions. 


Mr. PRATT. Will the Senator allow me to 


| 
Ht explain? 
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